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FRANK READE JR.'S ELECTRIC AIR CAM)] 



OR, 



THE SEARCH FOR THE VALLEY OF DIAMONDS. 



A Thrilling Story of Adventures in Brazil. 



By "NONAME," 

Author of 41 Frank Hesde and His Steam Horse/* ** Frank Beads, Jr M With His Kewr Steam Horse in 
Worth west; or. Wild Adventures Among the Blackieet/ etc., ete. 



CHAPTER L 

WHICH DESCRIBES THE NEW INVENTION, 

Deep In the iieiirc, of a picturesque range o! hills lay the beautiful 
Hi tie citv of Keaduslowti. 

The founder of the place, Frank Reade, had gained a world-wide 
reputation as an inventor. 

Mi* inventions were many and varied, and bad netted him an im* 
me use tort u no. 

The Steam Man and the Steam Florae had made his fame, and now 
ni a ripe old age lit* hud retired from the Uek' and had been succeeded 
by lite son, Frank Reade, Jr. 

The latter was a Hhmder, handsome yrtutli, with remarkably intelli- 
gent features, and scarcely less inventive genius than Ids father as 
time revealed, 

Frank Reade, Jr., moreover, as is the case with rising genius, Had 
developed a broader scope of talent and soon had astonished thu 
com j try. 

One day the startling announcement went abroad tbat Frank Reade, 
Jr., had just completed bis new and wonderful air-ship, the 11 Kleciric 
Air Canoe/' 

The report spread far and wide, and one morning a reporter of the 
Associated Press presented himself nt the Reade Iron Works* 

"Is it true. Mr. Reade, that yon have just completed your Air Ca* 
noe?" united Iho scribe, bluntly. 

" It is,'* replied the young Inventor, modestly, u If you will step 
into the yard I will be pleased to show it to you," 

The reporter complied with alacrity, 

lie passed about him not u Utile flurprisod at the magnitude of the 
workshops and iron foundries which were exclusively employed In the 
manufacture of the various inventions of Frank fteade, Jr. 

They passed on across the yard, and baited before the door or a 
larire, high- roofed building. 
# Frank Reade, Jr., tapped lightly on the door. 

Instantly a voice En a rich, Irish brogue sounded within. 

■' TJiwat will ye*; have, anyway P 
" ' " It is me, Barney/' said the young inventor, authoritatively. 

" All roighr, aor. s * 

The door swung back, and a thick-set Irishman, with a comical 
mug and merry blue eyes stood in the doorway. 

" l^iniey," hi Krank, bru^fiiely. " 1 wish to ghow this ireiitkmini 
the Electric Air C:iuoe. Where is Pomp?" 

'* Shuro, sor t the naygifr do be over yonder, shining up that brass- 
work." 

Frank Raw a fat, comical looking darky, as black as the ace of 
spades, engaged In s eon ring some brass work on the Air Canoe, 

"All right, Harney." wiid I he young inventor. 41 1 want you lo 
stay here and waich the door until we come back/* 

" All roight, sor." 

Then Frank quickly crossed a platform to the spot where the darky 
was. 

Pomp Instantly dropped his seonrinjr utensils and made a low bow. 

" I'se berry glnd to see yo', Marsa Frank P lie cried, ** Am yo' cum 
fo' to seo de Air Canoe?" 

■ * 1 have/' replied Frank* 11 And I want you to accompany us over 
the vessel. Do you understand? 1 ' 



"A 1 right, sab!" 

TEio darky with a pleased grin proceeded to obey orders. 

These two eccentric characters, for such they were, had 
y*m in the employ of the Reades, father and son. 

Upon all their famous jaunts over the world tins Inventor liudt 
the two faithful servitors. 

So long had they been in the employ of the inventors that I 
become expert machinists and electricians. 

"Behold the Air Caaoer said Frank Reade, with a aw& 
hand. 

The reporter wus spellbound with the wonderful sight. 

lie saw what wast cerudnly the must wonderful 'machinal] 
had come across many a duy.^ 

The Electric Alt Canoe, us its name would imply, was 
something in the shape of a canoe. 

The bow was round mid canoe shaped, and the whole bo. 
vessel had the appearance or great lightness and buoyancy. 

The deck was some fourteen faet in width, and the leu* 
canoe full one hundred feet, 

Thn gave much room and allowed for a deck-house or | 
circular shape which was in the center of l be deck. 

In one part of this cabin were the electric d> natiuw rind the t 
fnl machinery which furnished speed to the propeller and iljei 
sory rotas co pes. 

These latter were three in number, of large dimensions i 
power. 

The largest one was in the center or the boat, the shaft 
upward through the roof of the center cabin or deck-house. 

The other two were at opposile emta. and here Urn shaft cfj 
extended through the roof of a smaller deck-house* In eig| 
house was a dynamo. 

So that each rotascope was operated by a different dynamJ 

"The reason of that/ 1 said Frank, oxplanaflvely, " U for an! 
also lo economize power. Any one of these suspensory rfli 
would support the air-ship, hut each Is called upon to de U« ] 
Uouate amount. In ense one dynamo faded the ship would i 

"A wise precaution !" acknowledged the scribe, 

Also a separate dynamo was employed to work the propeUn 

This made four dynamos aboard the Air Canoe. 

The motive power was based upon a storage system which'* 
cret of Frank Reade, Jr/s. 

The main body of the canoe was made of hollow cyliilH 
gave buoyancy as wpII sis dimension to thn craft. 

The deck wus spacious and Enclosed with a guard rail whk 
the way aronnd the vessel, 

Tn the canoe-shaped bow was a port-hole, and through I 
thrust a gun which lire I dynamite projectiles, also the nw 
Frank Reade, Jr. 

Altogether the Air Canoe was a trig, neat nnd handsomer i 
buoyant and light as a fani her. 

The reporter had kept his note -book on hand, and hatjl 
making notes. 

They entered the cabin now. 

It was an elegantly furnished room. There were rich L_ 
ce ly inlaid lioor. luxe Hons furniture, and two baniisomil 
rooms with elegant bunka. 
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Itfflc Instruments and a few articles of verm hung upon the 
„ or rested on shelves, 

'rank motion oil the reporter to a seat at a table and said: 
Well, what do yon think of the Air Canoe?" 
Wonderfult" averred the scribe, with a long-drawn breath. 

tag on earth can equal it. Yet It does not seem possible 
L i.tji j vessel can really lly." 

It is not. only possible, but certain," replied Frank. 

] bIiou] ike to experience the novelty. 11 
l3fon shall have the chance." 
fi reporter si iruijgeu his tdioulders. 

• Tue ^irth is good enough for me/' he averred. u I think I 
|] buck ' ' u I /" 

nit, I can assure yon that there is no risk whatever!" declared 

li Tou are perfectly safe/' m ♦ 

tjTot to-day/ 3 hushed the scribe. " But by the way, Mr, Reade, 
will bo the object of your lirst trip?" 
ink Rende, Jr., arose. 

crossed Mie room to a small glass cabinet, unlocked the door 
i trmk out a bundle of charts, 
he threw upon the table* 



'0 you see ihui.r he cried. "Well, that is the map of Ernziir 
gee," replied the reporter, " Is timl your objective point?" 
at study i tin chart a hit, 11 said Frank* " Do you see, hero is 



lut study 
) hand waters or the Amazon f 1 
1 Yes." 

Well, here is a tributary, and it rises in a peculiar country," 
Well?" 

Explorers have returned from ihis country with wonderful stories, 
said that savage and warlike tribes abound there, and r .hut it is 
e thorn a white man's life is worth to venture down there." 

Indeed T 

Wor=e Lhan all else are the huge pythons winch infest the forests, 
irilhis and pumas, which are of the wildest and iiercest." 
declare I A gpod place to keep away from." 
you think bo?" 
Yesl" 

, that is where I am going with the Air Canoe!** 
reporter looked startled. 

don't mean It?" 
es, 1 do. 1 ' 
*t " 

know what you woald say, Tou want to know why T go there." 
"on have guessed right. 1 ' 

ell, I will tell you/' said Frank, slowly. " It is quite a story." 
reporter brightened op. 

iat is just what I want, 1 * ho .sank " Something exciting!" 
fave no doubt you will consider it an exciting topic. I will put 
nger upon a certuln spot on t he map. Do you see it? 1 
Yes!" 

Well, there is a most wonderful valley In the center of this peril- 
Sgfon. (Jut of a party of one hundred and twenty-live armed ex- 
ira only one It veil to escape from that valley and to reiich Bio 
ro and tell his wonderful story." 
W 

e gave a wonderful account nf their adventures. Tie said that 
valley was literaly strewn with diamonds in the rough. They 
jaded as common pebbles In the bed of the river, were Htudded in 
mountain wall and could bo found in the auriferous soil by digging 
here!" 

vallev of diamonds!" gasped the reporter. 
* That is' ii, pree.nHv. l ie brought back three hn^o stones, which 
brilliancy are Irnly wonderful. They made him rich!" 
Heavens! Wliata chance. (Jf course ho will go hack witli a 
ir party?" 

Nothing would hire him to go hack. Neither litis any one the 
ihood to attempt I he feat after listening to hia tale!" 
But vou think of going?" 
4 True: hut I shall not have to thread on foot two thousand miles 
dense forest peopled with a million perils. With the Air Canoe I 
he aide to defy the perils of the wonderful Valley of Diamonds." 



■Do i 



'Well 



I 

'Weil, 
flie rep 
* Tliat i 
>l 



CHAPTER II. 

THE STRANGE BALLOON. 

The scribe sat like one In n daze for some moments. 
Thnn he heaved a deep siirh, 

ft TTgti." ho exclaimed, " I wish I had the courage to venture to eo 
Pith you. As It is I can only embrace this excellent material for a 
h Of course you will [hid no trouble in reaching the Valley of 

the contrary, T expect considerable dilliculty," said Frank, 
ig. 11 But I mean to surmount k." 

I have no doubt you will. All the civilized world will be agape to 
irn how you succeed In your purpose." 

left the yard, and a few moments later Frank fook leave of bis 
iter. 

Then he returned to the building and said to Barney : 
"Now, Barney, I want you to have all stores aboaH to-morrow 
Ug and ready for (he start" 
11 might, sort" 
ou'll nttend to it." 



■On 



nor id 

« All i 



" IT he don r I will, Marse Prank!" crit?d Pomp, putting his head out 
of a window, 

■« Kiiut up, ye African misfit I" shouted Barney, angrily, * l Who- 
ever asked yez advice, anyway?" 

Frank had now passed out of the yard, 

Fomp had merely spoken to irritate Barney. The two were ever 
playing "roots" upon each other with varying success. 

Barney now saw a chance to set even with Pomp for a joke of which 
lie had t>een the victim the day before. 

Pomp's head was still thrust through the window. 

He was gaping after Frank and did not heed Uarney, 

It was the Celt* a opportunity. 

Quick as a flash he reached down and caught up a pall of white- 
wan h which sat upon the steps. 

He was a irille higher np than Pomp and this aided 1dm. 

WUh skilled hand Barney swung tho bucket up and let its contents 
drivo right at Pomp's woolly bead* 

The result w T as laughable. 

The darky looked like a whitened post, and drew his head in with 
a sputtering yell. 

Undoubtedly fur a moment Pomp thought an avalanche had struck 
him. 

He was transformed in that swift moment of time from an ebony 
African into a queer looking white man. 

Golly— goby! IVo killed! Fee Jos' done To'— clnr done To', an' 
I'se a dead nigger dis berry miunUr howled the darky, wildly, as he 
danced like a dervish and clawed his face and head like a man'me. 

1 1 inquired not much time for him thus to scrape oil enough of the 
Whitewash so that Ids identity wns made plainer. 

Then a m udder darky never lived when he realized the truth* 

The shrieks of laughter in which Barney was indulging assured him 
Of this. 

" Fo* de good LorT he sputtered. 11 I done beliebe it am de wo'k 
ob dat Fish Joafah. 1 jes* break his jaw to' him or I nebber li)) to see 
an odor dayl" 

With this he rushed after the Celt. 

But Barney was too wary to be caught napping thus. 

He quickly irot out of ihe way, and Fomp was unable to find him. 

That sable gentleman llnally gave up tlie quest and went nway to 
clean himself up, but muttering vengeance upon the author of his 
misery. 

"Fo* de Lor\ I git squar wif dnt Tubman if I hub to live a humierd 
xvm i" hH declared, resolutely. 41 I jefi 1 Gi up one fo* him." 

And Pdinp was just Hie sort to keep his word. 

The next morning great preparations were going on m the yard of 
the Beads works. 

All was bustle and excitement. 

This was the day the Kkctric Air Canoe was to sail. 

The canoe had been brought out of the shop and rested upon stag- 
ings in the yard, 

1 1 m id rods of people had already begun to gather about the works 
to see the ascension. 

The excitement, ami interest was or tlie most intense sort, 

An hour later a dueling crowd saw Frank Keude, Jr., with a num- 
ber of the prominent citizens, enter the yard, 

A sort of ovation was given the young inventor In honor of his de- 
pa nure. 

The band played, salutes were fired, and cheers given. 
Barney and Pomp were already aboard the Air Canoe. 
Barney was in the pilot-house "with his band upon the lever which 
was to set tlie rotascnpes in motion. 
He waited only for the signal. 

Frank Beade, Jr., *now lifted his hat to the crowd and stepped over 
the rail. 

He motioned to Barney. 

Down went the lever, there was a whirring of machinery, the hiss- 
ing or the rotascopes, the air-ship trembled for an instant and then 
leaped Into space. 

A mad yell went up from the crowd, cannons boomed, and Fr;mk 
Reade, Jr., 11 red a dynamite projectile from ids gun, which exploded 
in mid-air. 

Then the Electric Air Cunoe set a course to the southward, and half 
an hour "ator Readestown had entirely gone Trout view, 
Tlie meat journey was begun. 

Tlie Air Canoe was sailing like a bird through the air. 

Frank Reade, Jr., with a thrill of pardonable pride, saw that his in- 
vention was a w T onderful success. 

" There is now no reason why we should not find that Valley of 
Diamonds." he declared, confidently. 

" liejabcra, we'll thry," declared Barney. "On me worrud, Miitber 
Frank, phwat wud yez call that?" 

The Celt had suddenly caught sight of an object In the air just 
ahead not more than two miles. 

It had shot into view from the depths or a lleecy clond. 

"A balloonP gasped the young Inventor with nmaKemenU 

11 Share an* it is that,, sorl" cried Barney, excitedly. 
It is coining this way!" 

Frank sprang into the cabin and procured his glass, 

Fmer^iiiir, he brought, it lo bear upon Mm distant balloon. 

There was no doubt but that an air current was bringing the bal- 
loon towards them, 

11 Shure, can yez see anybody in the basket?" .asked Barney* 

" Yesl" replied Frank, "And— my God! see— they are fighting! 1 
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Indeed, even at that distance two men could be seen engaged In a 
deadly struggle* 

One bad forced the other lo the edge of the basket 

He seemed trying hard to throw him oui But the struggle was 
maintained with deadly force* 

The I iid loon rocked and swayed in a friirhUnl manner. 

"Fools!" gasped Frans, In horror. " Don't Lhey know that they are 
ja awful peril?'* 

Whether tl ley knew it or not, the two men continued to struggle 
fiercely, 

Frank remained inactive no longer* 
*' Head the Canoe for the balloon!" he said to Barney* 
The Celt quickly chunked the course of the Air Canoe* 
The balloon speedily drew nearer. The two miles were covered very 
quickly, 

J t co a Id then he easily seen that the straggle in the basket was one 
i f de:id!v sort. 

The balloon was exactly on a line with ihe air-ship. 

Frank Ruade, Jr., knew that it would nev* r do for the balloon and 
the air-ship to meet. 

There was no doubt but that the rigging of the balloon would calch 
in the rotascopea or rigging of the air-ship and the result would be 
Eerlons. 

So Frank directed Barney lo elevate the air-ship so teat it would 
float a hundred feet or more over the balloon. 

The struggle between the two occupants of the basket was going on 
liercely. 

Frank Reads, Jr., was in a quandary. 
What was to be done? 

Surely if the struggle was permitted lo go on murder would be the 
result. 

Yet the occupants of the Air Canoe seemed powerless. 

" Share, i or, phwatlver wud yez do about Ji?" cried Barney. 

14 Mercy on us 1 I do not know," replied Frank, 

il Golly! I done fink dey kill each odder fo T so a hi" cried Pomp. 

Frank was like one insane. 

He walked up and down the deck, shouting frantically to the two 
men to desist. 

M Cease your foolish quarrel!" he shouted. 41 Don't you know that 
it will he the death of you?" 

But he might as well have talked to empty air. 

One of the men, however, looked up and saw the air-ship. 

There was an expression of mingled astonish men t and re 1 1 el upon 
his face* 

Then suddenly, with what seemed a renewal of superhuman strength, 
he forced his antago^st back and dealt him a blow which laid him 
insensible In the bottom of the basket* 

The deadly struggle was over. 

Panting and exhausted, the victor for a moment leaned over the 
£1^1 1? i in-; basket. 

" Hello, down there!" shouted Frank Keade, Jr. " What on earth 
ails your 

The survivor of t he combat looked up and made a gesture. 
''Hello!" he replied, fatally, '* Who are youf* 
[ " I am Frank Heads, Jr." 

4 1 The 1 n v en tor f II y i ng maclii uea V ' 

II yes." 

II I have heard of you, Heaven be praised! you have come in lime 
to save me* 1 ' 

" What is the matter with yon?"' 

" 1 have ben a in Use clutches of a maniac for the last twelve hours. 
Oh, God! I could not have stood it much longer*" 
" A maniac?" 

** Yes; buUr you will ieacue me from this perilous position, I will 
tell jou all about iu" 
*'l will try!" 

Frank Reaile, Jr., turned to Pomp. 

J * tiring out that long rope ladder," he ordered. 

Pomp hastened to obey* 

In a few moments he came out of the cabin with the article in ques- 
tion. 

H was a very light oat strong rope ladder, fully two hundred feet in 
length. 

Pomp fastened it to the rail and threw it over. 

Down It full beside the balloon. 

The occupant of the car was eagerly watching for it. 

41 Hold Arm!" shouted Frank. " We shall have to ask you to climb 
up on this ladder as we fear collision with the balloon." 

" All right r replind the balloonist; " but you will have to hurry as 
I can see a seam opening In the balloon now." 

" All right! 1 ' 

Frank made an effort to sway the ladder over within reach of the 
balloonist bat at that moment there was a tremendous report, the Vast 
globe collapsed, and shot downward tike a meteor. 



CHAPTER III* 

RESUMED. 

A more awful development could hardly have been Imagined. 
A great cry ol horror went up from Frank Reade, Jr., and Barney 
and Pomp* 

"My God! they have gone down to death." cried Frank, In agony. 
11 Fo' suab, It am de las* oh deml" wailed Pomp. 
"Begorra, it's the hut av tniml'* averred Barney. 



Alt crowded to the rail of Lhe Air Canoe to w&Lch the downw 
course of the fated balloon. 
It wns a dizzy height. 

The earth seemed" miles away, and objects there were dim 
vague. 

The balloon was I raveling downward like a meteor. 

Those on board the Atr Canoe had expected to see it strike 
earth with a mighty rebound. 

iSucli a thing would of course have set Lied the fale of those in 
banket. 

But now a great cry went up from Baraoy. 

"Bejabers, wud yea see the wather!" he cried; M they 1 11 hit for m 

Directly beneath the descending balloon was a large lake. 

That the balloon would strike in about its center Frank was aasu 

In an instant hope dawned in the young inventor's breast. 

He knew that It was a fjood chance for the aeronauts to §" 
death if they should strike the bosom of the lake, 

If they were good swimmers and the maniac recovered his se 
there was a chance for them. 

Frank turned to Barney. 

•'Down— down 1" he cried. "Reverse the lever on the swHo 
board! Quickly 1" 
" All roighi, sort" 
Into the pilot-house sprang Bar 003*. 

The Gelt turned the lever in question, and downward darted 
alr-ehip. 

Of course it was Impossible to overtake the balloon. 

This had already struck the surface of the lake. 

The silk eavelope was spread out upon tkie water, and a great 
went up from watching Pomp. 

♦< Fo" de Lor\ Marse Frank," cried the darky, 14 dey am be'f 
dem swimming fo" all dey is wutM rt 

TUh was l rue. 

There were two forms in the water below, an* they were struct 
to keep afloat. ^ 

The lake was large, and there was no possibility that they ml 
swim to the shore. 

Tli ere was no time to lose. 

" Down— down faster, Barney P cried Frank, excitedly. 
But the Gelt needed uo.urging. 

The air-ship was now but three hundred feet above the water. 

Another hundred feet mid the rope ladder dangled in the water. 

The two swimmers saw it and made for it* 

The next moment both were drawn on board, not much the w 
for their involuntary bath. 

The maniac pee me 1 as intelligent and lucid as his companion. 

*' God be praised, we are savea! 11 he cried. 

And then he passed a hand across his forehead, gazing about 
In a dazed wav. 

" But what is all lids?' ho exclaimed, vaguely. M Am I dream' 
or is it realiiy?" 

" It is reality. Henry II:dnes.' p said ins cnmpruiinii. gripping 
hand* ** Poor fellow, you have been through a good deal. You p 
ably are not aware of the fsict thut you were temporarily a mud 
up*there In the air and came near inking my liFeP 
< " My Godl do not tell me tuiuP groaned the restored madman, 

11 It is true. If i hadn*t rapped you on the head pretty hard 
would have thrown me out of the balloon P 

God forgive me! I have no recollection of it, Allan Gray, 
must have been the rarefied air and the pressure up tilers!" 

44 That was it," replied Allan Gray ; " but we have escaped, so 
us congratulate outstdves. L think this will end our ballooning ex 
Hences." 1 

God grnnt It mayP 

Frank Reade, Jr., had listened with in lores t and now uuderau 
all. 

He knew that the pressure upon the brnln In upper air si rut 
very often caused temporary aberration of mind. 

This no doubt was what bud overtaken Henry Haines, the aeron 

He was once more himself, however, as could be plainly seen. 

41 Then your companion Is not a confirmed madman?' asked Fr 
as he shook bonds with Gray. 

"Oh, no," replied the younger aeron 00 1. " You understand how 
was. But I he*; pardon/ Allow mo to introduce myself, I am Alia 
Gray, Professor of Latin and Greek in the Western University 
E t ti ics an d Sc i en ce. Tills mv co 4a h or er , Dr. ITe n ry Hal nes. 1 ' 

" I am glad to meet you, gentlemen," said Frank, warmly* '* ST 
I introduce myself?'* 

" We have beard of von, and are well acquainted with your uimfi 
an i nven toi. ' 1 d eel a red ' G ray , cord iatW. *' Hut I pro m i sed to tell 
how we happened in our flight up there so fart" 

11 Very good 1" agreed Frank* 

" Tee balloon is ol our own construct ion. We have long hud 
mind this ascension, as we desired much to know the effect of 
upper atmosphere upon eerUin chemicals which we had hoped to 
feet in such manner as to improve upon our present style of 
omflters. We wure succeeding fairly well, when the valve rope Ijnj 
and we were unable to descend. Then Haines went mad. Yon Jilt 
the rest/' 

14 1 think you may congratulate yourselves upon a fortunate 
Cape/* said Frank. 

■* Indeed we may, and we owe the preservation of our lives lo J 
4i I am glad to have been able to serve you, 1 * said Frank, mod 
« But what a wonderful invention ttiis is! Truly you are a g* 
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3 Reade. In Tact, J may safely say, tho genius of the age." 
Frank blusheil confusedly at such a direct compliment as this. 
He proceeded at once to show Ins visitors over the air-ship. 
The two sciential & were delighted. 

They declared the Air Canoe the most wonderful of modern inven- 
tions. 

"Now, gentlemen, 11 said Frank, pleasantly, "where shall I drop 

" "If I were allowed to follow my own inclination," said Gray, 41 1 
on hi I) eg of you to allow us to travel with you on this wonderful 
ago in quest of tho Valley of Diamonds-" 
'J fear that would be impossible/' said Frank, politely. 
" Oil, or course I But we wish you success, Mr. Keade." 
"Thank you." 

"As for that— you may drop us at Stirling, a village at the other 
end of tltis lake. We can make our way home easily from there. 1 ' 
f "Very well!" 

■ A short while later the Air Canoe descended in the vicinity of the 
until! lown named, and leave was taken of the scientists. 
Once more the Air Canoe shot upwards and took its southward 

GQUTle. 

j No other aeronauts were encountered, and in two days' Ume Pomp 
sighted the Gulf of Mexico, 

Some hours later they wore above this vast body or waier. 

Straight to the southward the air-ship kept, passing ovor certain 
islumie of the West Indies, 

then one day laud was sighted, which Frank declared to be tho 
C03JL of Venezuela. 

The air-ship was here allowed to descend nearer the earth. 

Tho rocky coast was revealed, with lis shores rlcu with tropical 
Verdure. 

The heat was intense and the voyagers bad all donned white linen 
Suits and cork hats* 

| Frank took his bearings, and calculated that they were not far 
from the month of tho Orinoco river. 

Aa tliey were so near the estuary of the great river it was decided lo 
fteit it. 

Accordingly the idr*ship was headed a little to the east, and the 
coast was followed for one hundred miles or more. 

Then the next morning Barney Urst sighted the mouth of the mighty 
river so near I lie equator, 

A wonderful sight was spread before the gaze of our voyagers. 
; Tiie delta of the Orinoco presented a scene of impressive grandeur. 

Divided into a thousand streams the great river here waters a vast 
territory, back of which the scenery is as wild and grand as any hu- 
man mind could conceive. 

Tlie air-ship was now headed inland* 

Severn! large towns were passed over and in one of these there was 
li hii'i^e fort. 

From this cannon shots were tired upward at the Air Canoe. 

But at that height our voyagers could laugh at this. 

From what could be seen of the people below, they seemed to have 
been thrown into a state of the greatest excitement. 

There was no doubt but that the appearance of i ho air-ship had a 
superstitious ertect upon them, 

I Frank did not retaliate, for he had no desire to shed human blood. 

With his dynamite projectiles he could have blown the town to 
Atoms, but he did not think of such a thing. 

The air-ship passed on over mighty plantations where negro slaves 
were at work in gangs. 
On for a whole day the Air Canoe swiftly sailed. 
Then civilization was left behind, and a country wilder thau the 
human imagination con Id picture was encountered. 
Tlio country now became more billy and waterfalls became fre- 
est. 

At times small native settlements were seen in the woods below. 
The Lur-shlp was sailing over the the surface of the river when a 
thrilling incident occurred* 

Across the river, at au angle where it was not very wide, a rope 
bridge was stretched. 

The ropes were manufactured of a kind cf liber or vine which grows 
In tli e forest and are very strong and durable. 

Often the South American natives bridge the deepest chasms or 
mat dangerous streams with these ropes. 
1 At sight of the i ope bridge Barney gave a sharp cry. 

" Sloire wud yez luk at the bridge uv ropes 1" he cried j H that's 
laine worruk to be shure." 
" You are rightP cried Frank. 11 But ah— look at that. 11 
A native half naked had started to cross the rope. 
It was a female, ana she was half way acioss when she chanced to 
look up and see the air-ship. 
A vel] of terror escaped her lips and she went olT the bridge like a 

Down into the water she went with a great splash. 
Bat this was not all. 

The moment she struck the water from the shores about there started 
h myriad savage alligators all eager for a meal. 

* CHAPTER IV. 

THE WHITE EXILE. 

The fall of tho native woman into the water was a matter of little 
Bpgeqneuce. 

She could have swam double that distance to shore. 



But in the treacherous witters of the ris er, with the alligators all 
about her, her fate seemed sealed. 

■* Begorra, it's eaten up shell bel" cried Barney, 
14 Golly, you'se right!" cried Pomp, 

u She must be saved!" declared Frank, with rigid face. " Barney, 
down with the rope ladder. Lively! Pomp, you Heady the ship." 
Barney needed no further bidding. 

The way he put the rope ladder over the rail wns wonderful. 

Frank liende, Jr., sprang to the dynamite gun in the bo w. 

The n:ic.ive woman hud crawled upon a rock, hnL #\m wan bv no 

moans out of the way of the alligators, who were coming for her full 

tilt. 

Frank pulled back the air valve of the pneumatic gun and seta 
projectile in the breech. 

He took careful aim at a mass of the alligators and pulled the 
lever. 

The next moment the projectile struck the water and raised a col- 
umn llfty feet in height. 

Half a dozen dead alligators lay belly upward in the water. 

Quick as a Hash Frank turned the gun in another direction and 
Oreti, 

The eJTect was the same. 

It was a slaughter of saurians. 

The wat<-r was red with blood and the bodies of the alligators float- 
ed everywhere* 

Meanwhile, Barney had gone down the rope ladder like a monkey. 
He reached down aud threw one arm about the terrified native 
woman. 

" Shure, av yea will help yersilf a bit we'll soon git yez out av this 
sera pe," cr led t he Cel t< 

But the native womau was too terrified to heed what was said to 
her, nor could she have understood Barney if she had. 

But Barney lifted her in his powerful arms aud yelled to Pomp, 

The darky started the Air Canoe forward, and in this manner Bar- 
ney and his charge were swung across the bosom of the river to the 
land. 

Here the Celt dropped his load and himself upon the ground. 

But the native woman at once fell upon her face before her rescuer 
in die most abject maimer. 

" Bejabers, yea needn't do that!' 1 cried the Celt, humorously, M Shore 
it's not periito hi ye to throw yesilf at agintleman's feet. The led dies 
in our counthry don't do that. It's the oilier way, begorra." 

But the native womau evidently believed her captor a deity and was 
bound to pay him homage. 

Frank from the deck saw the situation. 

He laughed in amusement. 

" Now is your chance, Barney P he cried. " Why don't you catcb 
our 

11 Shure an' I might av I wasn't a married man," cried the Celt. 
" Shure, it's not ivery man can have the ladles worship him.* 

Frank came dowu the ladder wUh this, Pomp meanwhile lowering 
the Air Canoe, 

But no sooner had the young inventor's feet touched the ground 
wiieu a startling thing happened. 

From the undergrowth about full a score of uncouth natives leaped 
out. 

Tfcey were armed to the teeth. 

But at sight of the air-ship they all fell upon their faces. 
" Begorrn, it's a very polite lot av haythins they be, to be shure, 1 * 
cried Barney. * 4 Mehhe iu's their way av get tin' acquainted." 
** No doubt/ 1 said Frank, with a laujrh. 

Finally one of the natives, evidently the chief of the tribe arose, and 
ventured to approach Frank. 

He was a white-haired, pat r 1 arc! i al -1 ook in g old fellow and wore a 
huge embroidered bolt of python's skin. 

lie jabbered away for a few moments, and then began sign talk. 

As near as possible Frank learned from him that they were at the 
moment in the heart cf a dangerous country, and i hat. there were hos- 
tile tribes near. 

** Well," said Frank to Barney, after awhile, 14 we can gain nothing 
by staying here. Let us get out I" 
11 All roight, sorl" 

Barney had turned to go aboard the air-ship. 
But at that moment a startling thing happened. 
There came from the woods a wild cry, aud into the open sprang a 
man. 

At first the voyagers took him for one of the natives. 

lie was dressed just the same, and his skiu exposed for SO long to 
the tropical suns was of nearly the same color. 

Bui that he was a whitn man and an American was quickly known. 

Long matted hair fell dowu upon bis shoulders and a beard upon 
bis breast. 

lie rushed up to Frank, crying wildly : 

"One of my own countrymen. God be praised! How glad I am 
to see you!" 

" Heaven si" gasped Frank. " Who are youP 
"Well may yon ask that question!" cried the nomad, 11 1 have 
nigh lost my identity lu ail these years P 
" You are a white manr 

11 Yes, and a native of New York. Are you an American?" 

"I knew 1L My name is Jasper White. I was once a man of 
wealth in New York City," 
11 But— what are you doing here?" asked Frank, 1 n amazement. 



m Ah, that la a sad story. 1 did not atny here and adopt this life of 
my own free will. 1 ' 

" Indeed!" , 4 . 

11 Fighteen years ago f invested my fortune in a mine in British 
Guiana, I came down here to look It up, found that I had been vic- 
timized nnd was a ruined man**' 

Tho b tran^r covered his face with his hands and wept. 

Finally he continued: 

**I also learned mat, inv wife liad proven falae Lome, nnd hud eloped 
with the uian who had ejected my ruhi. For a Lira a 1 was uimost a 
maniac," 

** That wns hard,"' agreed Frank, 

*' i cursed them both, and if 1 could have got hack to America then, 
I Uiiuk r would have killed them. But 1 could not, I Lad no money, 
nor could I borrow, beg or hl^jJ In this accursed land, 

» Weil, after a time 1 tried to forget It, and 1 drifted Into the woods. 
On* day our party waa sel upon by natives, and all were killed hut 
me. 

"My life was interceded for by tho chief's daughter, I was taken 
into the tribe, aim became my wife according to their forms, and here 
I mn. 

11 Eighteen years I have lived in the same manner as primitive 
man. You are the dm of my people whom i have seen in that time." 

I Indeed!" exclaimed Frank, who bad been deeply iu tenanted In 
the tale. 41 Yours was a Bail experience." 

" You will agree to thai? 1 * 
*i yea/ 1 

" Bui it seems a- blessing divine to look upon my k i nil again." 
*' I presume you are anxious to get back to America? 1 ' 
" No." 

Tho Granger's face worn a sad and sorrowful expression. 
His breast heaved with emotion. 

I will agree to pat you in the way to get back!" declared Frank, 
" No,' 1 said the stranger, firmly. " I have no desire to go back," 
41 No desire?" 

"Nor 

" Fray, why not?" 

II It is enay to sea If I go hack to America, I will have no money, 
no friends. My former frleuda are dead or lost to mo. My wife is 
gone, my home, my all." 

lie pauaed and then continued with great bitterness: 
*< You can aeo that I would be a mure miserable wretch there than 
here!" 

Frank nodded Ilia bead. 
"Perhaps von T re right." 

" I know t hat 1 ant. What is more, my native wife lias been true 
ami loving to me. In a measure T have educated her and brought her 
much to my level. We have pretty children and our primitive home 
is happy." 

The recluse stepped forward and gripped Frank's band. 
" 1 thank you kindly," he said, " but you can see why 1 do not go 
bnck! ,T 

*■ I doI M replied Frank, heartily. " And I think you may be right. 
At any rate, I wish you all success!'* 
'* I thank you." 

After that the conversation turned upon other topics. 

Jasper White, the recluse, was wholly astounded when the Air 
Canoe wa'3 hIiowii him. 

"loan remember the wonders of tho steamship nnd iho railroad/' 
ho declared, " but 1 never expected to see this problem of sailing in 
the air solved." 

14 Well, you see it now," said Frank, pleasantly. 11 IT you see tit 
to leave your home here I will take you to the nearest seaport." 
" No, I will stay here/- 

The natives, under the influence of their white chief, now ventured 
to come nearer tho air-ship. 

They, indeed, became < pitta social, and even went so far aa to bring 
preset) ta of nuts and n tiger akin to Frank. 

In return they received some articles of steel ami some old gar- 
ments, which delighted them greatly. 

When it was generally known that the voyager a had saved one of 
their women from tho alligators :he natives were more than ever 
friendly. 

The sight or the a core or more of dead alligators in the river was a 
thrilling one to the natives. 
It seemed to give Jasper White an idea. 
He advanced to Frank's side. 

"I wish we might secure your co-operation in a little matter," he 
said. 

" What is It?" askntl Frank, 

" There is a tiger of the mandating specie? which has troubled us 
for a year past. He lias caused the death of fully a dozen of our peo- 
ple." 

"Indeed?" 

*• If you could help ua to bunt him dowm, we will pay you in any 
way within our power," 

" I will do that with pleasure!" replied Frank, readily* / 
m Thank you a thousand times P 

Barney nnd Pomp were delighted with the idea of a tiger hunt. 
It promised excitement of the most intense kind, and tins was vastly 
to their liking. 

Jasper White led the way through a leafy screen of forest to the na- 
tive village. 



Here a curious scene was spread out to the gaze uf the voyag 
It was much to yie edilloatiou uf Barney and Pomp. 



ill AFTER V. 

TAMtNC THE TKiER. 

The native village embraced nail' a hundred comical shaped huts. 

They were made of palmetto leavea intertwined and framed, and I 
were absolutely impervious to water. 

The native women w^ere collected for a dauce in honor of the via* 1 
I tors. 

These were In the main comely, and the curious lattce wan not mi- 
gracuiul and quite am using. 

Then the chiefs guests were mviud to participate in a feast. 

This counted much of game, wild fruits and yams. 

An appetizing Ui ink made from a peculiur plant Jouml in the forest ■ 
was indutgeu in. 

Ah this ceremony over with, the tiger hunt was broached. 

The air-ship was brought down into the village. 

Arraugemeiitd were quickly made. 

It, waa known to a certainty where the tiger's lair was. 

This was in a deep jungle not far from the village. 

it, w us planned a score of the natives Would beat the junglftM 
armed with torches to defend themselves. 

There was no doubt hut that the tiger would con e forth. 

Tee air-ship would hover over i he jungle, ami at sight of the tig&H 
Frank would annihilate it with one of his dynamite projectiles. 

The pneumatic gun was trained and ready. 

Frank and Barney and Pomp with Jasper White were on board. 

The air-ship went up one hundred feet and started for the jungle, j 

The sensation of sailing in the air was an exciting one to Jumper. 

He was for a time wildly carried away with the novelty. 

But exciting incidents were cloae at hand- 

The air-ship now bung over the jungle, and Jasper pointed out tbi 
spot where the beast had its lair. 

Beaten paths were seen in the jungle leading in all directions. 

These, it was declared, had been made by the brute. 

The jnn«do had alwavs been a resort of terror to the natives. 

it could" be seen that the natives were already enclrcliug tut jungH 1 
and beginning to beat the grass. 

But Frank Reade, Jr., did nut feel disposed to wait for all this busb 4 
□ess. 

The youn^ inventor conceived a better and more expeditious id wit, I 
.i Well, my friend; 1 he said to White, *■ you believe that the beaat I ] 
in that jungle, do you?' 1 

II Ye?, sir ," replied White. 
" Ail right.*' 

" What are you troing to dof 
" Scare him out. 1 ' 
*» How?" 

II I will show you." ' 
*■ But I would jirav you wait My men will soon succeed m that, J 
" l haven't the slightest doubt of that/' replied Frank, "but I knew I 

a quicker way/ 1 

You dor 
i » Yes." 

" Ah, well, I have nothing to say." 

Frank advanced to the bow of the Canoe and trained tho gun upon | 
the thick clump, believed to be the lair of the man-eater. 
Then he sent a projectile down into the place. 
There wna a terrific explosion* 
The result was wonderful. 

Earth, stones, grass and debris Hew op into the air to n great height 1 
The noise of the explosion had hardly died out, when there was a 

terrible roar, and out into the open part of ilm jungle there letiped a 

magnillcent specimen of the South American tiger. 
He was a tttooeter of hia species. 

Tliere he stood, lashing his tail and glaring up at the air-ship who J 
a wicked light In his eyes. 

11 Whew! 11 cried Frank. "He is a big fellow, ian't be?" 
' ' Didn't I toll you soP 
"You're riiihti 11 

" Begorra, Pll take me T davy that Barnum nivor had the loikei af 1 
him in his big monajjerv!'' cried Barney. 

11 Huh!" suifled Pomp "Didn't yo T eber see a tiger outsiile oh Bur- I 
num's afo 1 , yo' big fool rishman! 1 * 

u Bejabers, it's a fool yez call me, eh?" splattered Barney, making | 
a pass at the darky. 

M Dat am what y:i* nrnT 

w FU have yer hide fer that, nayirHr!" 

Barney and Pomp would have had a scrnp then and there, bcu J 
Frank stopped it. 

There was too much other fun ahead now, and the practical joking 
was stopped, 

Frank could have sent a projectile down and blown the tigor into 
mince meat with ease, 
Bnt another idea had come Into hts mind. 

" Look here, White,' 1 he said, wiih a laugh. "You say that tiger a 
has eaten up twelve of your people?" 
" Yes." 

" Well, how would you like him for a pet?" 

The recluse was astounded* 

,r What tlo you mean?" he asked. 

11 Just what I say," 
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*ur a. pet?" 
ea." 

am sure— I— tli fit is, I can't understand your meaning." 
Welt, supposing I catch that cbup alive?' 1 

I Alive!" 
eg." 

"te Indulged in a shiver, 
1 fear you are joking!" ha said. 
*' Am H" exclaimed Frank, with a laugh, " FJl show you!" 
Tun young inventor went into the cabin and came out quickly with 
^diuel wire. 

[i was wound upon a spool very closely. 

miik began la unwind it and paid it out over the rail of the air* 

own it went until it touched the ground. 

..hi Frank said: 

pa to the wheel, Pompl" 

iu> tUt ky obeyed. 

| Fmnk b orders he caused the Air Canoe to go forward until the 

* hnd trailed along and come in contact with the Uger. 
in light object as the wire did not disturb the huoat more than 

r would. 

3 remained where he was lushing tils tail. 
" Hold the ship steady, Pomp! ,+ cried Fr»nk Eeade, Jr. 
i Into the battery room lie sprang* 
as a Hash he jammed the wire between two dynamos und set 
e iv In tie current. 
L was vivid lightning which leaped over that Wire. 

tthock was su Diciest to have prostrated a troop of horse* 
Uger with a stunning roar plunged forward and fell in a heap, 
k, Willi maulating gloves, was handling the wire, 
Pgtr lay like one dead, but Frank, to make sure, gave him an- 
shuck* 

i he said to Pomp : 

II Down with the air-ship!'* 

Dawn net tied the Air Canoe until it res Led on the ground. * 
Tiii i i Frank sprang over the rail aud approached the ti^er. 
All this while Jasper White had been regarding the scene with 

Wtement and mystery. 
I don't understand it," he muttered. " What mystery is it— what 

rlbls power?" 

'It is ihe power of the lightning stroke," said Frank, explanaUve- 
44 I Us electricity, which man has teamen to handle." 
onUerfuir 

it put his hand upon the tiger'* form, 
felt the heart beat, und knew thai ilu* animal was alive, 
he held the charged wire in readiness to give another shock if 
ry. 

fore leaving the air-ship he had provided himself with some pu- 
r tools. 

Us of them was a powerful pair of shears, and another a huge 
j of pincers or forceps, 
ickly he proceeded with the shears to cut oil the ehnrp points of 
tiger's claws, 

e animal could make no resistance, being still unable to move, 
a short time Frank had robbed tin- monster of these weapons of 
se, and next tackled the huge beast's teeth, 
is wan not such an easy matter, hut with the aid of the heavy 
wps, Frank extracted at least half of the tiger's powerful teeth 
I the animal hpgan to come to. 
' nodier shock with the wire, however, caused him to resign himself 
*fl to Ids fate. 

arriedly and resolutely Frank worked. In a short while he finished 
la^k. 

J huge mar j-ea ting beast was without claws or teeth, 
t learned as If lie wan rendered wholly defenseless, but yet it was 
forgotten that a tiger can deal a ternlic blow with his heavy 

*£fors*,V combat?* cried Frank; 41 there, friend White, you may 

* a pet of your miin -eater if you wish 1" 
' recluse was quite overcome. 

"Hojilly, Mr, Roade." ho paid in a confused way, "I never heard 
a case like thi* in mv Ufe," 

* All the better!" cried Fruuk. gaily. "It te pleasant to know that 
Ifl the origin:! tor of :i proi-^'s!" 

'[ never before hen rd of a tiger's teeth being pulled. Wo will take 
IwifU and keep him In you? remernhnmce." 

natives who had witnessed the operation were awe-struck. 
" regarded Frank as something of e deity, 
y, a man who could pull a man-eating tiger's teeth with no 
means of keeping tin" animal passive than a seemingly iuno- 
twjrfl was no ordinary being* 
nirik laughed well, as did Barney and Pomp* 
In muzzle was in add of heavy simps and plaited ropes for the 
,, and his forward legs were bobble- J. 
thin manner the monarch of the jungle found himself when he 
vsml In i ni the electrical shocks* 
ivly the tiger came to. 

a the beast saw the crowd about it sprang up with a hideous 

fifn followed a terrific struggle with the muzzle and hobble, 
e resell, was that the natives with yells of triumph snared the 
% with ropes and d ragged it hnck to the village, 
e air-ship returned to the native village. 



FrauK had decided to remain there until the next day. 
Accordingly preparations were made by lie? nHi^hted Tanaguae for 
a grand fete in lienor of their uistinguisJied guests* 



CHAPTER VI. 

POMP HgtJAKES UP WITH BAKSEV* 

The native encampmeut was gay that night. 
Watch it res were built, and the unu-ioin was beaten loud and well. 
The dancing maidens appeared again, aud then came the warriors 
in grotesque dances, 

It was all very interesting to the voyagers. 
But Pomp said s 

" Huh! I dune tink we kin beat dui music all out. Eh, fish?" 
'VBc^orra, it's roight ye are, imygurr uncd Harney. 
Into the cabin Lhey ran. 

When they came out they had a banjo and Addle* 
Pomp was a skilled player on tlie rormer and Barney on the latter. 
Pomp waltzed into the center of the camp and began a lively clog 
upon his banjo. 
Instantly the unlives ceased their own discoidant music. 
They crowded about the two servltois, agog with interest. 
•* I'll give yoz rust show, naygurl'' cried Barney* " Do yer best! 11 
11 Alight, said" 

Pomp whirled the banjo Into position and began work. 

He was an uncommon good player* 

The way he rattled oil ihe music there was thrilling* 

He sang plantation medleys, song and dance, and many others* 

The natives ecstatically applauded to the echo. 

Then came Barney with his famous Irish fiddle. 

The Celt played jigs and arias and wound up by singing some very 
bean ti fat Irish airs. 

The natives were scarcely less pleased by his performance. 

They cheered him wildly and wanted more. 

But It was a lute hour and all felt called upon to retire* 

The fete was ended for the night. 

Guards were posted and all were soon fast asleep* 

The next day Frank decided to leave the Tanagua village at an 
early hoar* 

It was before sunrise. 

Yet every native was on hand. 

'■Remember that you will always be welcome in Tanagua Land I s * 
tried Jasper White, warmly* *' Vou will never be forgotten! 1 ' 
" It Is pleasant to know that," said Frank. 
"By the way, Mr, Reade, are you traveling for pleasure?" 
Frank gave a start. 

" Ah, that makes me think!'" he exclaimed. " I want to ask you, 
Mr* White, if you have ever heard of the Vulley of Diamonds?" 
** Why, certain I >!" 
11 Where is it located V* 

" Far down In Brazil. Near the Rio Negro. I believe it is in Ma- 
zoota Land,'* 

* l Have you ever been there?" 
"No." 

'♦Is It difficult of access?" 
, 41 It always has been. The Mazootas are hard lighters and always 
hostile. Then there is the Serpent Valley to pa^e through." 1 
"Indeed!" 

" You will be almost sure to be attacked by pylhous in that valley." 
" You don't mean it?* 
11 Yea, I do," 

"Then you think we will have troubled' 

"Ah. I forgot," said White, with a low how* ** Of course the Air 
Canoe can go anywhere/* 

" Is there any truth about the discovery of diamonds there?" 
" It is all truth. The sands of ihe river are full of diamonds," 
** Thank you for the in format! on." 

A short while later the air-ship took leave of Jasper White's settle* 
moriL 

Straight to the southward now our voyagerfi from 
To attempt an adequate description of that trip would be out of the 
question. 

The country over which they passed was wonderful to view* 

Vast forests of the most beautiful mahogany and other woods alter- 
Dated with deep swamps and long reaches of level plain and 1 lowland, 

BlTOTI Which ware almost lakes in width were crossed. 

The wood* were tilled with wild animals of nil descriptions. 

Chattering rronknys peopled the tree tops, and birds of most bril- 
liant plumage Hew hither and thither, 

Barn a v and Pomp never tired of watching the scene. 

They were fond of trying shots at the game, also, which was plen- 
tiful. 

Some wood deer were seen bro nsing in a clearing in the woods. 

Bprney conceived the idea of bagging one of them. 

*' Shurc, it's quit* fashionable now" to have the antlers in yer ancis- 
tral hall, an* bejabers I'm not goin* lo be benllld the toiines," declared 
the Celt. 

14 Ituht" grunted Pomp, " I jes' Onk yo' wud hub hard wo'k fo r to 
find de hulir 

11 I.pjilvers, don't yez ridicule a ginlleman!" cried Barney with ire P 
11 Shore I'm a Hneal descendant av the ould Irish kings, an* share 
they bad many an ancistral hall aa' many a pair av deera' antlers to 
adorn it wid," 

But Pomp was skeptical. 
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Ilowever, he ventured to make no further demur and Barney drew 
a bead upon one of the deer and tired. 
The shot, was tnift 

The anlmul leaped izilo the air and fell dead. 

" WUorroar cried Barney, triumphuntly. 11 Share, if* a foine 
Shot I med, Wud yez Ink aL that, naygur. Share, now. I'll have me 
antlers to pay fer it/' 

Pomp's eyes twinkled. 

lie Ijad long been waning for a chance to get square with Barney 
for the whitewash trick played upon him. 

lie believed that the chance was now offered. 

lie kept his owu counsel, while Barney proceeded to lower the ship 
So that he might secure the antlers. 

As It happened, Frank was as loop in the cabin. 

This the Celt believed was an opportunity not to be despised of 
having a little fun, 

Down settled the Air Canoe, and run led upon the ground near the 
spat where lay the deer. 

Barney, with bunting-knife in hand, sprang to iho rail 

Id another moment lie went over and started for the deer. 

It required but a moment or two for him to rip of! the deer's am- 
(era. 

Pomp in the meanwhile had not been Idle. 

He had sneaked Into the cabin aud brought, a wire oat. 

This he bitched to the rail ami connected with the dynamos. 

The current thus was sent Into the rail. Temp was not foolish 
enough to give the full current. 

It was a nice little dose prepared for Burney, 

The Celt bad procured his antler.-*, and now started to return to the 
air-ship, 

•♦Be^orra, wud y*z ink at the loikea nv thim!" be cried triumphantly, 
waiving the an M era aloft. 
14 Dey am jes a line, aln' dey, Fish?" said Poinp. 
14 Ye& kin bet on that, nay gar I" 
" Wha" yo 1 do wld 'em!" 

41 Didn't I tell yeE? Shure Til put them up over the door av me 
ensile in ould Ireland," 

" Yo' mean yo' shanty. Fish!" 

" Whisht now, gossoon! I d havo yez uudheratand that Bunn-y 
O'Suea was niver born in a shanty." 
Pomp looked Incredulous. 

But Barney now reached the rail and started to spring over It. 
The next mom out be was sorry for the attempt. 
He placed his hand upon the Iron and received the full force of the 
current. 

It was simply tremendous* 

He was burled back like a puppet and lay upon the ground count- 
ing shooting stars. 
*' Ow-ouchl Divil take it!" 1 he yelled in agony, ** Share it's kilt 1 

amp 

But he was a good ways from being kiilod. 

lie recovered quickly aud was upon his feet instantly. 

lie saw Pomp convulsed with mirth rolling about the deck. 

** Ho, ho, hoi" laughed the darky. " Dnt am jea' paying yo* back 
fo* yo' treatment ob me, yo* big stutL Pat am squar' wid de white- 
wash!" 

A madder irishman than Barney was never seen* 

" Be me sowl, did yez play that thrick upon mef" he yelled, 11 I'll 
av the scalp av yea for thutT 

" Huhi don' yo 1 link yo'sef so smaht, Pis hi" 

" Begorra, ye 1 11 seel" 

Buruey made a rash for the rail. 

He cleared It at a hound and reached the deck. 

There was no doubt but that he would have tackled Pomp roughly 
but for an incident, 

Frank Heade, Jr,, appeared Hi the c*bin door. 

" What Is all this?" cried the young inventor, sternly ; " what do 
you mean by this kind of work?" 

Barney and Pomp melted. 

Pomp disconnected the wire, and Barney Laid the n a tiers on the 
deck in mute explanation. 

Frank was half tempted to smile, but instead Said firmly: 
i[ Don't t'ver dare to descend wiiliout my orders again. There is 
great risk in doing so. 1 ' 

u A 'right, snh!" said Pomp, sneaking into the pilot-house, 
The Air Canoe once more sprang aloft and continued on her journey. 
As the days passed now they began to draw rapidly near that region 
where Prank believed that he would 11 nd the famous Valley of Dia- 
monds. 

One day with a glass be sighted a distant range of bills and made 
a startling statement* 

*■ if ! am right vender is iln* Valley of Pythons!" he declared, 14 and 
that beyond it is the Valley of Diamonds," 

Barney mid Pomp were at once all excitement. 

Of course they were eager to reach their destination, and the Air 
Canoe was put to full speed. 

Soon they passed over a mighty deep gorge between rocky mount- 
ain heights and entered a broad valley. 

The Air Canoe thus far had performed the journey in rare good 
fashion. 

Barney now, however* came up from the cabin and said : 
"Bejabers, Misther Frank, the wnther is nigh out of the storage 
Jars, Shu re, wouldn't it be better to Hi I thim at wnnst?" 



" Why, of course!" cried the young inventor, *■ it must be do as I 

nee!" 

An alarming cry came from Pomp at this moment. 



CHAPTER VII. 



IN PYTHONS VALLFA". 



The cry given by Poinp was one of great alarm. 

But it was not necessary for hnn to explain his alarm, for the aw 
was at once made apparent lo the others. 

The Air Canoe hud seemed to lote its headway and had begua I 
sink down to the earth, 

** We are falling!' 1 cried Frank, What is the matter? 1 

Re rushed into t ho dynamo room. 

It was easy to see. 

The dynamos did not work. 

What was the trouble? 

Frank guessed at once that it was on account of the empty stor^ 
jars. 

However, no harm could he done If the Air Canoe did not sir 
the earth too hard. 

But it seemed to settle gradually. 

The rotascopes kept up sutllcient motion to steady the ship. 

Down went the aerial vessel and rested upon an open space I 
ground in the verge ol a dense growth of trees. 

Here the Air Canoe rested safe and secure. 

With joy Prank saw a deep brook near from which to get wnter i 
replenish the jars. 

"Golly, Marse Frank !" cried Pomp, with wide, open eyes. Ws 
jes T in good luck dis time!" 

" You are right 1" agreed Frank; "but come, there is work for i 
all to do, and iihiwL got. about it." 

The two faithful servitors oceded no urging. 

A line of hoae, cod nee ted with a force pump, was led to the waU 
of t he brook. 

Bat before water could te pumped, a series of moat thrilling ioci 
dents occurred. 

Barney was at the edge of the brook with the end of the hose. 

Pomp Was half way to the Air Canoe. 

Barney thrust the end of the hose into the brook. 

He was about to rise when he stepped upon what he thought was i 
lODg palmetto log. 

The Celt's surprise was beyond expression when the supposed i 
yielded and suddenly became a squirming, live body. 

A gnriu brown body rose in the air and threw itself into mighty 
coils. 

14 Tare an* 'oundsl" shrieked the astounded and terrified Celt, 
is a eh unka! Sure it's kilt [ am- Help— help 1" 

Barney made a dive for the Air Canoe. 

But the huge python, for such it waa, threw out a coil and caug 
him. 

In a trice Barney was lifted from his feet, felt bis ribs cracking ; 
saw the snake's huge jaws over him. 
The poor fellow shrieked with terror and despair. 
Pomp was so dazed and horrified that he could not act. 
But at that opportune moment Frank came on deck, 
lie saw the situation* 
At once he cried i 

"Keep quiet, Buruey. Don't try to make a mover 
The Celt heard Frank's voice. 

11 Save nie, Misther Frank !" he cried. " Shure, it's the fori nv t 
** Have courage T* shouted Frank, aud quick w a llasb he threw I 

Winchester to his shoulder, 
lie knew Hint it was a lino shot, and that only a chance oM 

narrow kind would save the Celt, 
But he did not hesitate to make it. 
He aimed straight at the huge serpent's bead- 
Crack l 

The bullet sped on its way. 
Instantly the tatdes turned. 
The ball struck the serpent's head and reduced it to a vulgar frafrl 

tfQD, 

There was a convulsive plunge and leap of the coils, Barney : 
himself freed ami sprung away. 

But the headless coils of the snake went twisting away into a J 
of bulrushes, 

No sooner had it struck the bulrushes, however, when the eta 
seemed alive with twisting bodies. 
Out inio the open «hol a huge python, 
A second came close behind, and then a third. 
Three of the monsters mire in lb© open, 

> Heavens!" gasped Frank, lt I never saw such a den of ftnaki 

Barney had just clambered aboard the Air Canoe, 

Pomp had his rille ready and drew aim upon one of the pythons. 

4 * Wo are indeed in the Python Valley," cried Frank, ** Di-l joi 
ever see so many snakes before?' 

** Look out darT cried Pomp* (1 Tse jea' gwine to smash daU 
wit do yaller body H 

Crack I 

The darky's rille spoke, 
But his aim hail not been as good as Frank's. 
The (m1k*t struck the python but not its head. 
The ball plowed into the reptile's body and made an ugly 



FRANK KEADE JK."S ELECTRIC AIR GAKOB. 



Tbe huge serpent, full forty feet in length, reared iu the air, biased 
jtfugflly, and sLur Led for the Ajr Canoe. 

The attack of the python was no light matter to our voyagers. 

TIiul huge glisteuiug body weighed enormously and waa possessed 
)t tremendous strength. 

If it should Btrike ihe air-skip fall lilt the ellect might he serious. 

All three of t lie explorers sprang for the cabin. 

Rush i tig in, they Hung the door shut* 
* Frank barred n. 

Ha well knew the danger, 
i if any of the pythons came aboard of the Air Canoe, there was no 
joaht but that u bloody battle 11111.H vnauv. 

Ynink rushed to a porthole and tired another shot at the oncoming 
make. 

But it did not check it. 

Oq came the python like a veritable thunderbolt. 

It ml uck. the uir-Buip'a rail with a shock whica shook It from stem 
foitern. . 

All three of the inmates of the cabin were thrown from their feet 

Frank was at the porthole quickly though, aud Iked point blank at 
&e reptile. 

The s3jo t told. 

The monster *s backbone was disintegrated, and it lay upon the deGk 
uflhh* lo move. 

"Wliurrco!" cried Barney, "Shure It's oursilvea as kin lick the 

H l i l Prank Reudo, Jr., gave a gasping cry. 
! "My God! 1 ' bo cried. M Will you see them come? IIow many of 
the reptiles are there, anyway?' 1 

There was good caude lor the young in vendor's exclamation, 

fiom the bulrushes, from a clump of trees near the mountain side 
Mil fro in a Jungle near, fully half a score of the pythons had appeared. 
Some of Lhem were of enormous size. 

They seemed Jo have been attracted by the riile shots. 

The situation was a thrilling one, 

"My soul!" gapped Frank, f< there is no doubt but that we are In 
the valley of the pythons!" 

pHe realized that J a a per White had not enlarged upon the truth 
f The position of our voyagers was now a most serious one. 

Id order to leave the spot the storage jars* must be replenished. 
LTu <io this it was necessary to procure water. 

To get water one of them must venture from the cabin. 

This it seemed most dangerous to do. What was to be done? 

Frank realized that they were likely to be kept here an indefinite 

ball-score of the monster pythons wai no light obstacle Tor them 
to face. 

To venture from the cabin seemed almost certain death. 

But something hud got to be done and at once, 
[ Time was rapidly slipping away, and darnness would soon he at 
torn!. 

In vain the young inventor tried to conjure up a plan. 
I Tlie pythons came about the Air Canoe, hissing savagely, and seem- 
ingly longing to get at the inmates. 

F*I don't think we will venture out,'* said Frank, as if talking to 
the anakes. " By the way, Barney, did you place the end of the hose 
hi Lhe brook?" 

1« I did, yer kin bet," replied Barney, 

| "Then we ought to be able to get water/' said Frank, brusquely. 
' The young inventor boldly risked a turn at the pump on deck. 

Water came, and Frank caused several bucketsful to be carried into 
ttisi cahiii. 

. Some of the jars were Tilled. 

} But yet there was aot enough of the subtle force to operate the Air 
Canoe's machinery. 

I Also by Hub time the pythons had seen Frank, and seemed disposed 
KO attack hi in. 

; frank was oblige J to retire to the cabin again. 
I What was to be done? 

I It was useless to think of a wholesale slaughter of the snakes. 

This would have been nn undertaking of a gigantic sort. 
[ Had it been a pack of wolves, or tigers even, It would not have been 
difficult to terrify them and drive iliem away. 
■ But the snakes knew nothing of the word fear. 
L They came swarming about the Air Oauoe in vast, squirming 
imaaae^ 

F Several of them crawled across 1 lie deck. 

I Their tremendous weight made the joints of the aerial vessel creak 
bdiI sit urn sorely. 

[ 4i Bejabers, av yoz cud get a chance, Mistber Frank, it wud be a 
fclrfi lltiriff to give 'cm the con tints av the dynamite gunl" 
f" You re right, Barney!" agreed Frank, *M)ut I don't see the 
, change I 1 " 

[ il shu re, av we end only git up enulT av a cunent aither, we moight 
tglTB thim a bit av a shock T 

f " You're right!" cried Frank, u I tliiuk we can gsuerate enough by 
bil l to do UiaU" 
i <f EB^orra, lot's thry It." 
I 11 All right, Barney'." 

I But before they could make a move to do this a loud cry came from 
[Tom p. 

I " Oh, Marse Frank T cried the darky. " Fo' de Lor' sakes wud yo 
jsB 1 come yar. Here am de funniest ting yo* ebber seel" 
i Friink Reade, JJr., lost no time in obeyirg. 



He sprang to the loophole at which Pomp stood. 
The darky gave way to him. 

Frank gazed through the loophole and beheld one of the strangest 
sights be had ever ueeu iu his life. 



It had been a 



CHAPTER VI1L 

THE OOKILLA. 

It was truly a strange sight which the young inventor beheld. 

The at r was lilled with a strange squealing noise. 

The pythons seemed all in a state of unrest and excitement. 

Those on the air-ship's deck glided oil', and Frank was astounded to 
see some of them making for the cover of the jungle pest haste. 

The explanation of this, however, was close at hand. 

Into the clearing there had swung a vast herd of curious little ani- 
mal a. 

They looked very much like pigs, but ran like squirrels over the 

ground. 

Frank knew at once what they were. 
He understood all. 
They were peccaries. 

These curious little animals are a terror in their way. 

Woe to the luckless traveler or animal who gets In their path when 
once they start to run. 

The peccary is of tiie swine family, and these are all known as the 
implacable enemy of the snake. 

The huge pythons were no objects of terror to the peccaries. 

No python was ever yet known to crush a peccary iti Us folds. 

The little animals are too spry and agile and have such fearful razor 
like tusks that they would make mince meat of a snake ins tauter. 

Frank Reade, Jr., knew this well. 

So when he saw the peccaries coming he knew their siege was at an 

end. 

Down into the clearing came the peccaries. 

There seemed a thousand of them in the drove. 

Nothing could stand before them. 

Such of the pythons as stood their ground met a swift fate. 

In less than two minutes after the peccaries had struck the snake 
scarcely a vestige of it could be seen anywhere. 

With their fearful sharp jaws they bad torn the reptiles to pieces 
with the swiftness and ease of a mince meat chopper, 

Down through the glade went the Hying peccaries. 

Jn a twinkling they were out of sight. 

But not a python was left on the scene. 

The peccaries had cleaned them out completely, 
wonderful sight, and the spectators never forgot it. 

11 WliurrooT' cried Barney. "Did iver yez see the loikes av that! 
Shure thim little pigs ure jiat loike the koind that run wild in onld Ire- 
land!" 

'* Easy, Barney r said Frank, with a laugh; "but come, let us get 
out or t hia Infamous place." 

" Dat am what I say, Marse Frank," cried Pomp. 

The darky rushed out on deck and began work with the pump. 

Barney joined him, and in a short while the jars were filled. 

Soon the dynamos were once more working, and all was in readi- 
ness to start. 

Frank lost no time. 

He had no desire to stay longer In the valley of the pythons. 
** The diamond v id ley nexi.! r he cried. 

The Air Ship rose once more into the air. Down through the py- 
thon valley went the air-ship. 

Very soon the entrance to the valley beyond was readied. 

It was a deep pass between high walls of stone. 

The air-ship passed over it and hovered over the Valley of Dia- 
monds. 

At last the Mecca of their pilgrimage bad bona reached. The voy- 
agers were eager to begin work. 

There certainly was a large stream which flowed through the val- 
ley. 

By other points Frank also recognized it as the spot for which they 
had been searching. 

The young hi vent or viewed the scene with varied emotions. 

" Indeed!" he exclaimed; M it is just sacb a spot as I should have 
imagined for a diamond mine!" 

" Begorra, it Inks to me very much loike a howling wilderness, ' 
asserted Barnev. 

"Of course!" agreed Frank; " but it is in juat a wilderness that 
precious stones and minerals are found. Look at the Kimberiy mines, 
for example," 

Barney said no more. 

Frank decided upon a spot to land, and the air-sbip slowly settled 
down upon the earth. 

It was a level spot, not far from the stream. 

This latter was quite a torrent, rusbiag down Over rocks at a rapid 
rata. . m tJ 

" Now Tor workl" cried Frank, aa he emerged from the cabin with 
a pick -ax aad ll^ht spade. 11 Come, Barney and Pomp, let us see 
how true this story of the existence of diamonds is.' 1 

11 All right, sor/' cried Barney. 

Both followed Frank over the rail. 

The Air Canoe was securely anchored. 

There was little chance for it to get away, and the young inventor 
felt safe enough in leaving it. 
The rail had been cleverly charged with electricity. 



10 
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Any one venturing to clamber aboard would certainly meet with a 
hoi reception, 

Barney and Pomp now had the diamond fever fully as had as Frank 
himself* 

A few moments later they stood upon the hank or the stream, 
Frank descended to the water's edge, and taking up u handful of 

the soil, began to examine it* 
Evidently sallslied as to its character lie begun to dig into the 

hawk* 

Every little pebble was closely examined* 

Suddenly Frank picked up what looked like an ordinary pebble. 

He struck it stiarply agatost the corner of his shovel. 

The result was that the outer crust waa diplaced. 

A brilliant light was disclosed, and In a Husk Frank saw that be had 
discovered a beautiful specimen. 

Of course it was impossible to judge as to its water yet. 

This could only bo determined after treatment by the lapidary. 

•« Golly, I jes* reckon I mus T be do nex' lucky man!"' cried Pomp. 

41 Bej fibers, ye* 11 have to worm k thin, uaygurl" cried Barney. 

With this all fell to work in lusty fushion. 

But the next hall hour's digging brought no fruit. 

It occurred to Frank as not, a bad Idea i<> change the locality* 

Accordingly he si art en up with that purpose. 

But as be glanced over the edge of the bank toward the Air Canoe 
be beheld a thrilling spectacle. 

*' Great heavens!" he gasped, 11 what do you call that?" 

"Phwat's that ye say?" cried Barney, starting up. 

Truly it was a thrilling sight which met their gaze. 

Crossing the open space between them and the Air Canoe was a 
creature of most extraordinary appearance. 

It had the form of a human being* wiin tremendous proportions and 
huge, hairy body* 

Its long arms reached to its knees, and it carried a heavy sapling in 
its right hand, 

11 A gorilla!" gnsped Frnnk. 

11 Bejabers* ye' re roight!" cried Barney. 

11 Golly 1 I ueber seed de likes oh dat afo 1 in all mail life!" cried Pomp 
in utter amazement* 

Bat Frank was considering their chances for reaching the Air 
Canoe. 

They seemed to him very slight. 

He knew that a collision with the gorilla was inevitable and must be 
no light affair* 
Barney liunir his rifle to his shoulder. 
11 liugorra* I'll sphlle the beauty av him!" ho cried. 
Bat Frank put a hand on his riile barrel* 
M Hold onl" he cried, sternly, 

M llowld on, is it , Barf* cried the astonished Celt *' An 1 sbure, sor, 
phwy sliould 1 how Id on? 1 ' 
"It won't do to shout," 
*' Vn T phwy not* sorr 

11 Nothing would be ginned by it. The creature's hide is too tough 
for a bullet at this distance!" 
" Share ye don't mane ill* 1 
11 Yes,. I do." 

Barney reluctantly lowered his rifle, 
"Phwaliver shall we do, Misther Frank?" he asked. 
"Keep quiet for a while!" said Frank, with discernment* "We 
may thank nur lucky stars if we escape an attack by the brute/' 
Barney had no more to say. 

Pomp all the while had been watching the creature with wonder- 
men t. 

The gorilla seemed wrapped in astonished contemplation of the 
Air Canoe. 

To Its primitive mind the invention of civilized beings must have 
Indeed been an object of wonderment 
The brute leaned upon Us stall a moment contemplatively. 
Then it uttered a frightful roar* 

Whirling the stout sapling aloft he flung it with terrific force straight 
at the alr-shlp. 

jt struck the rail with such force as to be splintered in fragments. 

11 Begorra, wud yea luk at the muscle av the baste l* 1 cried Barney. 
" Si hi re he's as sthrong as an ox." 

u Strongl" cried Frank* 11 Why, I tell you the Brazilian gorilla can 
fell an elephant. The lion is no match for his powerful arms. 1 ' 

The gorilla, now evidently satisfied as to the uon-ofl'ensive charac- 
ter of the air-shi]), advanced toward it* 

Frank now smiled* 

If the brule should chance to come in contact with the rail it would 
be interesting to note the result. 

The strongest man could not resist the elect ric current. 

It was hardly likely that the gorilla could. But Frank watched with 
great interest* 

The beast up pro ached the Air Canoe cautiously. 

Then slowly it reached up and grasped the rail. 

The result was thrilling as well as extremely comical* 

For once in its life the gorilla encountered a force greater than its 
own* 

As though it were but a puppet the huge brute was burled back 
With such force that It turned a couple of desperate somersaults* 

\ mure a*L finished annual than that gorilla when it recovered itself 
was seldom seen. 

In spite of the peril so close upon them, the voyagers could not re- 
frain from a hearty laugh* 



The gorilla heard it, and turning nbrmt saw Barney's head ja 
above the river bank* 
With a roar of wrath the beast started for him. 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE NATIVE VTLLAOE. 

The situation was now to say the haul, alarming. 

Barney gave a yell and ducked his head* 

11 Och hone, the bloody baste is afther us, Misther Frank T 
cried* Shure It's kilt we'll all be!" 

It was indeed a terrifying sight to see the huge monster bearli 
downjupon them so savagely* 

Barney was well justitied in his terror* 

He and Pomp crunched close beside Frank in abject terror. 

But the yoang inventor was as cool as au icicle. 

He drew back the hammer of his rille and said, sternly: 

11 Stop your foolishness' Be men nowl When I givethn word LireE* 1 

This reassured the two servitors greatly and they complied. 

Truly the gorilla was a fearful object to look at. i 

The monster's jaws were reeking with blood and foam. 

Its eyes were staring wide with fury, and its long, powerful urtoi 1 
were fiercely beating the air. 

Straight for the three men the huge gorilla made. 

Should be reach them und get his grip upon thum, it was doubtf 
if enough of their bodies could be found in a short time to make I 
funeral over. 

Loud* snarling cries burst from the creature's mouth. 
The next moment it was within a few yards of the edge of the ban 
It was a critical moment* 
Now or never, 

Frank Reade* Jr.. drew aim and then cried* in a shaking voice: 
"Now, boys, let him have itT 
Crack — ackl 

The pieces blended In one explosion. 

Every bullet went true to the mark. The monstrous beast's hide a 
that short range could not withstand the bullets from the deadly] 
Wl achesters. 

The monster fell in a heap* 

Death was Instanlaneo US, 

But the beast was not ten feet from Frank Reade, Jr. 
II was a decidedly close call for the young inventor* 
With a shiver Frank drew himself up. Barney let out a triumphal 
yell. 

11 Bejabers, we spiled him that toime fer shurel" he crittt,! 
1 Shure, I thought we was all goners* bo me eowl r 

" It was a close one," admitted Frank* But a miss is as good i 
a mile. 1 * 

Yon'se jes' right, Marse Frank/' agreed Pomp* 
All now gathered around the mighty brute ami surveyed him* 
It was doubtful if human eyes had ever before beheld a larger ap 

men of the gorilla. 
Now that the danger was over the spirits of all arose. 
They would no doubt have returned to the diamond diggings bat li 

an incident. 

A. sharp cry escaped from Frank Ueade* Jr. 
11 Heavens, that looks equally I" 

At that moment, from a clump of trees not one hundred yards i 
tant* another gorilla had appeared. 

lie was scarcely inferior in size to the ilrst. 

To Frank's horror and amazement another appeared behind him* 

f ii fact* in a few seconds half a dozen of the monsters appeared I 
Yiuw. 

ft was a thrilling situation* 

To stay where they were wns wholly out of the question. 

To regain the air-ship wan at, once an instant necessity. There i 
certainly not a moment to lose. 

The consequences could be easily foresee a, should the gori 
chance to get there first. 

There was no doabt but that they would tear the Air Canoe all I 
pieces. 

Barney and Pomp saw this as well as Frank, 
** Golfyl" cried Fomp. '* I done ijnk we don' want ao part oh deg 
chups." 

"You're right!" cried Frank. "Break for the Canoe. Lose 
time!" 

The gorillas seeming to divine the fact that one of their nnmtii 
had been kiiled, uttered vengeful cries nud came forward on tba r 

Their strides were long and loping. 

Had the distance been greater they would .surely have overtalj 
the fugitives. 

But as it was they reached the Air Canoe first. 

Barney rushed Into the pilot-house and threw the lever over. 

Two of the gorillas reached the rad of the Air Canoe, 

In throwing a pea the lever, Barney had also snut oil the can 
which connected with the rail. 

So when the g on litis struck the rail they were not repelled 
hun^ on grimly* 

The air-ship leaped into space, and the gorillas were one hund 
feet In the air clinging to the edr-ship's rail in a twinkling* 

Pomp, who saw the danger of their climbing aboard, seized a hate] 

He rushed to the rail. 

In another moment the gorillas woald have drawn themBtbS 
aboard the urr.ship. 
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Ipomp brought the hate lie L mercilessly down upon their Ei timers, 
(jfltli ,'Lshrii -k the two mousters relaxed their bold and went down 

rockats to the earth, 
■pushed to the rail lo see the result. 
Say struck the earth in a heap and lay tl) ere. 
It pas safe enough lo assume that they had been instantly killed* 
wutny now chocked Tin* upward flight of the air-ship. 
Eft Air Canoe now hung over the Valley of Diamonds motionless. 
Bey wore mlty a thousand feet from the ear Lb. 
flint was to he done? 

He was a perplexed look in Frank Roado, Jr.*s eyes, 

fifgorra, I'm ihinkiu* they'll be afther baviu' a hot reception fer 

gtvre go down there ugin. t1 averred Harney. 

^gorillas could be seen far below, stalking about ami apparent* 
an excited state. 

'j It would not do to alight in that spot again* 
at this moment Frank lieade, Jr M detected a startling sight at 
CT end of the valley. 

jngly elevated Full two hundred feet abuvo the level of the val- 
„£W a vast body or water. 
jhs a broad bike, and the stream which coursed through the dia- 
*d f alley set>nn'd lo he I lie overflow, 
Tbia was "a mutter of only transient interest, however, 
.Upon the shore of the lake there was a vast collection of native 

ed, it was tbo largest native settlement yet encountered, and 
"itsjd the name of city. 

were fully two thousand of the thatched huts* 
natives themselves could be seen lounging about or engaged In 
occupations, 

was much surprised at this evidence or human life in the 
I such a fearful wild region, 

however, was inclined to make the acquaintance of these 
m. 

Waned to him that be could make them of good service to him. 
UfeenmiH question arose. 
jkt they friendly ? 

^ia could only ho determined by making a test* 
Mfftult, therefore, decided to descend and make a parley. 
"IfrSalier^ i iow do we know I >i i L they're gorillas I oike the others f 
Jmrnoy. 

Jf'Sotii+'iiHr!" exclaimed Frank. 11 Go ahead the necessary distance 
jjtlwn lower the ship." 
fi'rlglii. sor " 

msy wna n^ver the one to disobey, 

TAir Canoe was propelled, for ward the necessary distance and then 
d to Llesrend. 

Wfa U settled, and now the natives in the village saw it 
l effect wii* <u tilling. 

e greatest excitement seemed to take possession of them. 
■J could be seen rushing hither and thither in the wildest of con- 

ippsarance of the air-ship to them must have had a superstitious 
tig. 

Jegorni, we've scared the loife out nv t.'iim already 1" cried Bar- 

nk appeared at the rail ami held up his hands as a token of ara- 
Lhe astonished and tenitied natives. 
Ipr-ship settled down upon a clear spot, and within a few yurds 
filing. 

nk did not fear attack, for be rightly counted upon the terror of 
jpvages fur protecion. 

^IDuUves retreaied to the covet of their huts, and for a time seem- 
jfefltu to come ouU 

fienby degree* their courage and confidence returned. 

(tank ren Lined to descend from the Air Canoe's deck and went 

"dly aniens the lints. 

Scurvied in his hum Is preset! is or various trinkets which he threw 
lltlie but don™. 

I this way he succeeded in gaining his ends. 
j$ natives, seeing that ne was, a Her all. a human being, flesh 
blood like themselves, gradually 'regained their con lidence and 
B forth. 

tq they seemed to make a friendly acquaintance with the ex- 
rs, 

k Frank could not say that he was .favorably Impressed with 

ley were giants in stature, with features of a repulsive type, 
lelr foreheads allowed intellect of the lowest type, and their 
L y, black eyes seemed to indicate a murderous temperament. 
^ least tins was the impression received bv the young inventor, *2 
deeding events proved it to be wholly correct also. 
Si* learned by sign talk that the savages regarded the Valley of 
omls as a sacred valley. 

iy stood in deadly terror of the pythons and the gorillas. 

It seemed t hat, these never ventured upou the upper land, which 
latent re-assuring statement. 

^Dls also teamed by sign U Ik that they were not the lirst white 
who had visited the place, 
il Chief of the tribe led him to a row of tall stakes upon the top of 

one of which tii ere was a skull, 
^eovor, it was the skull of a Caucasian, and there were fourteen 



Frank's fears were verified at once, and a thrill of horror seised 
him. 

These natives were the very Iribe of whom be bad been told who 
had murdered the previous visitors, only cue escaping to tell the 
Uie. 



CHATTER X. 

TREACHERY OK THE NATIVES* 

The effect of this discovery upon the young inventor may well be 
imagined. 

His lirst inclination was to turn about and visit vengeance upon the 
assassins. 

Tills he could easily have done with his dynamite gun, 
But upon second thought he refrained from s<j doing. 
And then he committed a breach of good judgment. 
Thinking to impress the wretches with the power of his invention, 
he took four of the rascals aboard the ahvship. 
It was a great mistake. 

Their keen eyes and shrewd natures took in everything. 

The electric current, which Frank exhibited to them, was In their 
estimation but a trick. 

They considered the voyagers as no more than they were themselves 
—human beings— and the cupidity or the savage was aroased at once. 

Right then and there the determination seized them lo take pos* 
session of the Air Canoe. 

Frank never committed a greater breach of discretion in bis life. 

He saw it when too late. 

The lirst and natural trick of the designing savages was to profess 
friendship* 

They came around the airship in a friendly manner, and Barney 
and Tomp bartered articles witli them for small diamonds which the 
natives declared came from the sacred valley. I 

Of course our ad von Hirers were only too glad of the opportunity to 
procure the precious stones so cheaply* 

But they did not dream of the crush ho near at hand. 

For two days the voyagers remained at the native village. 

Then Frank began to think of paying a visit again to "the diamond 
valley. 

The chief assured him that the diamonds were to be procured no- 
where else. 

Then he took Frank to the outlet, of the lake. 

Here a startling sight wus reveal id, 

A long natural Home led down uto the valley. 

At its upper end, what seemed like u precarious collection, served 
alone to hold back the waters of the lake. 

The ch;«f grinned when Frank remarked this. 

The savages seemed eager enough to engage in the pursuit of dia- 
mond bunting at this upper end of the valley. 

The other end was where the gorillas were to be encountered, and 
nothing would induce them to go there. 

Frank considered this all natural euough, and did not demur, 

Arrangements were made to begin work the next day. 

Early the next morning Frank saw the chief and a dozen of the na« 
lives approaching. 

They came boldly onto the air-ship's deck. 

Frank was surprised at this action. 

Barney was in the cabin and Pomp was on the forward deck. 
The chief made sitrns as If to speak with Frank, 
The young inventor drew near. 

Quick as a Hush the chief made a sign to his man, and they were 
upon Frauk like human Wolves, 
The young inventor was crushed to the deck instantly. 
In a Hash of time he was a prisoner in the power of the natives, 
A sensation of horror swept over him. 
Too late he saw his folly. 

Pomp was overtaken the next moment by the natives, 
lie was also overpowered. 

Hut Harney had seen the danger just in time and was quick to net. 

He darted into the cabin and closed the door behind him. 

There was a bolt which he shot into place. 

The natives dashed their weight against it, but in vain. 

The windows were iron barred, and they could not enter that way. *} 

Barney was safe. 

tl Begorra, Misther Fran id" ho cried, " phwativer shall I do! If I 
come out to help ye, they'll grab me too!" 

41 Turn the lever, Sttmey V cried Frank, with quick thought. 
Swift as a 11 ash Barney compiled, 

it was certainly the best move under the circumstances, 
lie turned the lever. 

With u great whir and rush the rotas copes began to revolve, and 
up shot the Atr Canoe, 

Up like a flash, and in a twinkling the earth was a thousand feet 
below. 

The e fleet upon the natives was just what might have been ex- 
pected. 

The sensation was a new and startling one to them. 
They became seized with a panic, and rushed to the rail, 
Frank and Pomp were both left free and nn injured. 
Barney 11 nag open the en bin door, and both rushed in. 
The natives "mean while were clutching the rail with chattering teeth 
and wildest terror. 

" Begorra. we fooled the spalpeens that loimo!" cried Harney. 
4i You're right!" agreed Frank, *■ but it was a clone oUlf* 
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" It was that, sort Shure phwat will be Uie next move I'd loike to 
know' 13 

"I Jps' Dnk I would dump de rascals overb'd," cried Pomp. 
But Frank was of a mora humane turn of miad. 
Despite the fact that they had meant to take bis life, lie could not 
bear :h« idea of such wholesale el aug liter. 

"No!" lie FaiJ, Anally. " I have something boiler!" 

" Shure I don't flee tow ihere kin be any t hin* neither," said Barney. 

Al Well, yon will see 111" said Frank, curtly. 

Divll a bit, sor," 
Frank weal into the pilot-house. 

He lowered the Air Canoe until It hung over the diamond valley. 

Then he let the ship down until within a dozen feet of the ground 
where the dead gorilla* lay* 

The woods were now seen to be full of the live gorillas, and witli 
savage cries they now rushed toward the air-ship. 

The natives had been constrained lo leap overboard. 

But now they paused in warrantable terror. 

There was certainly good cause. 

Frank threw open the door of the cabin and motioned to them to 
leap. 

But they still clung to the rail in abject terror. 
*Be me sowl, Lhey don't loike the medicine at all— at all I" cried 
Barney. 

" I don't fink dey does," said Pomp. 
"I'll Itx litem! 1 ' gritted Frank. 

He turned a lever, which sent the full force of the current into the 
rail. 

The e fleet was laughable as well as tragical. 
The savages worn hurled over the rail like puppets. 
Striking the ground they regained their feet and rushed away like 
frightened doer. 

But thu gorillas were about them* 

Frank raised the Air Canoe fifty feet and watched the scene. 
It was a thrilling one. 

The savage a were hemmed in upon all sides but one. 
This was the swift current of the river. 
In their desperation they started Tor it. 
But throe o[ them reached it. 

The others were overtaken by the gorillas and instantly struck dead, 
their bodies being carried away into the forest. 

Three of the savages swam the stream and escaped. 

Barney was itching to pick the in off with bis Winchester, but 
Frank said: 

** Give them their lives. They have well earned liberty. 

To resume intercourse with the villagers was now out of the quea- 

What wds to be done? 

" Upon my word! 11 exclaimed Frank, a I don't wonder that the 
weaUh in this valley lias ntver been carried away. Its dangers are 
legion." 

There seemed no other way but to wage a war of extermination 
against the gorillas. 
This would be no light task. 

Frank reckoned that there were hundreds of them In the woods and 
caves about 

Somehow there was something 'positively sickening about killing 
the brutes, they so strongly resembled a human being. 

But Frank had ulgli made up his mind to begin the battle when he 
Caught sight or a thrilling object. 

From the direction of the upper end of the valley dense clouds of 
smoke were arising. 

What did it mean? 

It was certainly lire. 

" What on earth is it?" cried the young inventor. 

11 Begorra, It's a foirel" vouchsafed Harney, explicitly. 

" Yes, but what is burning?" 

» Shure, It'll not take yez long Eer to find oat." 

11 You're right, 11 

Frank sprang into the cabin and turned the rotascope lever. 
The Air Canoe shot up higher* 
Then the full explanation was easy to bo seen. 
The whole native village was in flames. It was a tremendous con- 
flagration. 

" They are burnins: up!'* cried Frank. 11 What does it mean?* 
11 Shure, Mtsther Frank, let us take a luk in at ihim an 1 see." 
" All right. 1 ' 

Frank started the Air Canoe ahead. 

In a very few moments a lull explanation was accorded the voy- 
agers. 

A battle was in progress upon the lake shore. 

The natives had berni surprised and attacked by a war party of the 
deadly Mazootas, as Frank guessed them to be. 

It was certainly a savage battle in progress there. 

The Air Oanoe hung over the scene. 

Its appearance, however, did not check the conflict 

Indeed the participants seemed to fight harder than ever. The ad 
vantage seemed upon the Mazootas* side. 

"On me worrud, Oi think it's the blst thing we kin do Is to let thim 
ate end i other up av they will," cried Barney. 

M You're right!" agreed Frank. <■ We will not mix in the fray.'' 

It would hnve been easy work for Frank with the electric gun to 
have decided the contest for either side. 



But as he had declared, he had no preference. It was a mailer fl 

little Interest to him which side won. 

The Mazootas were avowed enemies to the whites. 

8o that really it was of lUUe concern lo tin* viiYiniurs. If M 
bands were extinguished it would be the very beat thing that con 
done. 

But it was indeed exciting to witness the battle, which was a I 
one. 



CHAPTER XL 

THE FLOOD* 

Ttie Mazootas certainly seemed to be the best lighters. 
They forced their enemies l mck to Lhe very verge of the diamotf 
valley. 

The descent hero was a stocp one, and if they were forced omf 
the loss of life would be large. 
The natives fought desperately. 

But they bad not their chief with them lo direct them. 
He hud fallen a victim to the vengeance of tae gorillas. 
Hotter waxed the light* 

Finally the natives were driven down Into the sacred valley. 

Here they made a bold Stuad, and aided by Hums; uneven ^roa4 
held the Mazootas at bay. 

But the huter did not seem to press the nght so hard now. 

Indeed, their purpose was a far deeper one and meant the am- 
mi nation of the foe at one fell blow. 

How they brought ibis about was quickly seen. 

A numbsr of thein rushed to the head of the flume* 

It seemed that it was a well-known fact to I lie natives that buE 
lo^ kept the lake back from Hooding the valley. 

The parting of this single lug would allow lhe debris to fall, aud Llii 
lake would leap from Us Imprison menu 

Even Frank Reude, Jr., had not disco vered that fact. 

But the Mazootas had got hold of it In some way, 

Frank saw their purpose when it was too late to prevent it. 

If he could have prevented it he would certainly have done 
many important reasons. 

The most important was the fact that the valley would be so Hi 
that it would be out of question to even work the diammid diggtaft 
„ But it was too late. 

- My soul!" cried Frank. 41 It Is good-bye to our diamonds noiri 

Barney and Pomp uttered n great cry. 
""Then a loud and sullen roar rose upon the air. 
""The Muzooias had liberated the lake, aud It was on its fearful tij 
down tho tlaniK 

The natives in the vmHey realized this, aud ran shrieking fcf 
heights. 

But they never reached them. 

Down into the Valley of Diamonds surged tho tremendous avaUncii 
of water. 

In a resistless volume it raced to the farthest end. 

There was no outlet there. 

The Jake was hold Imprisoned. 

It had merely exchanged one bed for another 

The two miles of wild valley was in less than fifteen minutes train*; 
formed Into a mighty body of water. 

Buried now forever were the treasures of the diamond valley. 

Nobody would ever know just what treasures wore burled then 
what was l he real worth of tho diggings. 

Our adventurers gazed spellbound upon the impressive scene. 

The Mezootaa were holding orgies upon the ruins of their tm 1 
lage. 

<■ Our quest is ended! 1 ' cried Frank, with a shade of disappoints 
in his voice, "The diamond valley and its wealth is burled In row 

'■ Golly 1 dot am a suUin' fnc'!'* cried Pomp. ■« But look v^ider.1 

The darky pointed lo the dry bed of the lake, 

11 Don' yo' s'poso dar am diamonds to be found darr he asked. 

u Bejabers, mebbe the naygurbe right," said Barney, scratching! 
head. 

But Frank looked incredulous, 

However, he said: 

" Well, we will take a look about and see. But the llrst tiling 
to rid ourselves of those fiend a below." 

The young inventor went forward and thrust a dynamite carl 
into the pneumatic gun. 

He was in just the mood to give the barbarian Mazootas I 
lesson. 

He inclined the muzzle of the gun downward aud drew back the 
valve, 

Down went the projectile with lightning speed. 
It struck the center of a group of barbarians. 
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It was ao dazzliug Id its radiance that a great cry escaped hi 

'Hysonl! here is a diamond the first thing. What a beauty." 
at of the Band Frank picked a diamond fully tbe size of his thumb- 

; TFfls a magnificent stone and worth many thousand dollars. 
I The young; inventor was delighted. 

i "Hurrah!" he cried, 14 Perhaps we have exchanged old diggings 
J new and Letter ones." 

^ Barney and Pomp viewed the stone with admiration and wonder- 
aiit. 

Tbeo l he Cell exclaimed: 

'On me worrud, Barney Q'Shea, ye're not smart, or ye'll foind tbe 
m to that.' 1 

J I hope you may !" laughed Frank:, 
| Then the search began. 
But at run go to say, it proved a futile one. 

For two tiitvs the diamond hunters remained in the bed of the lake. 
' But not even the smallest kind of a precious stone was found. 
Fi Daily they abandoned the quest in despair. 

"Il il possible!" cried Frank Reude, Jr., iu dismay. "Is this the 
lly atone we are to lied?" 
'ft Inks that way, sort" said Barney. 

* I c3ou f link dat de water hub covered up de mos* valuable ob de 
lljnondd!' 5 cried Pomp, " We*se not in it! 1 " 
' Pbwat's that — the watherr" interrogated ^roguish Barney, 
'Shut up, yo" ^ood fo' unraV lisbmunl Doc' yo r gib me no Basal'' 
| There rmghi have lo] lowed a ruction for this, but a" stern look from 
nk stopped it. 

"We have no lime for fooling," he declared. 41 Let ub make one 

9 search, and then if not successful we will leave here, 1 ' 
BRA -right, sab," agreed Pomp. 

(ndyed Frank wu,s in earnest, and very ehort'Iy they would have 
ailing away on a new course had not a peculiar accident hap- 
ped to Barney. 

[ Suddenly a loud shriek of alarm was heard* 
Friuik and Pomp both turning beheld u startling sight. 
T)n*re. ii j i in I us neck in a muck hole, was Barney, 
fouled, it looked us if lie would surety disappear from sight alto- 

K course it was a dangerous position. 

Tli era was irreat danger that the muck might euflocale blm, and 
k knew this well. 

[ Fmnk picked up the long handled rake with which he had been rak- 
the sand. 

Hnld on, Barney V' lie cried. "Iam coming!" 
& spite of his peril the Irishman's wit did not forsake him. 
" Share, phwatlvor will 1 howld on to, sor?" be cried. 
But Fmnk threw ibe rnke handle across the muck hole and cried: 
"Throw your arms across thatl" 
JftTUSy quickly obeyed. 

1Mb did support him and right well too. Pomp went back to the 
Ai? Canoe fur u pi|-e. 
Tills was brought, nod fastened under Barney's anus, and ho was 
led out of the hole. 
But lie was indeed a comical-looking Bight. 

From head to loot lie was nothing but one mass of slime and mud. 
It | ulred some time and work for the Celt to clean himself up. 
When lie hud at length succeeded, Pomp and Frank returned from 
fruitless quest, and the latter said: 
"Il is of no use. We will leave this spot at oncer 
M it was decided llrst to make a journey around the Valley of 
jin Grids now occupied by the lake. 
During and Frank performed this feat, Pomp remaining behind to 
.mrri tlie Air Canoe. 
Tim two explorers met with a number of thrilling experiences. 
Once Lhey resisted an uiinck by a number of prowling Maaootas. 
E m other time they narrowly missed an encoanter with a gorilla, 
pwtmbiy one of Hie survivors of tlie liuOd, 
Frank looked in vain fur some trace of diamonds. 
Bat he was not successful. 

The tiurifurottfj soil in which they are usually found seemed to have 
m wholly con H rind to the flooded valley. 

" lL'a of no use/" Frank dually concluded. "Fate has snatched the 
Ifwwnrfl from our grasp," 

Yet he could not feel that th« quest had been a bootless one. 
The big diamond ho had found in the lake was a small Kohinoor for 
brlllitincy and value. 

They had quite a number of others of medium quality, obtained 
Dm the unlives, 

Frank decided at once to leave the region of the diamond valley. 
■'It is a fated locality," ho declared. 11 See what a horrible scene 
iB tohaa covered up- A whole tribe swept away in a moment of 
tae. n 

Wln?n Frank made up his mind to do a thing, ho rarely lost time in 
dKQlicn. 

"Shiire, sor, is it home we'll go from here?" asked Barney. 
t*W replied Frank, 
Where thin, sor?" 

The Rio Negro is not far from here. I think wo will strike that 
follow it down to the Amazon. From there to Rio Janeiro, a trip 
the coast and then home." 

tarn cy and Pomp were delighted witb this decision. 



They had not aS yet seen enough of Brazil, and were anxious for 
new adventures. 
Their desires were destined to he gratified before many days. 
Tii rilling adventures were at hand. 

The air-ship left the diamond valley the next day, and thus ended 
the quest for the great wealth there buried. 

But we will not take leave of our adventurers for another chapter, 
in which will be detailed the dire calamities and the great peri lb which 
overtook Lhem before they reached the mouth of tbe Amazon, 



CHAPTER XII. 

DOWN THE AMAZON— A CATASTROPHE. 

The Air Canoe set out upon Its course down the Rio Negro. 
Many wonderful Bights were seen as the Air Cauoe continued on its 
way. 

Vast forests of dye woods were passed over, of mahogany and rose- 
wood, of oak and cypress. 

Jungles and swamps intervaled, and uplands came in turn; ami 
mighty chains of lakes and tvlde, sluggish rivers added to the variety 
of tbe scene. 

The voyagers never tired of watching it all. 

What mattered it to them if the jungle beneath was the haunt of 
tbe savage tiger, the poisonous serpent or other deadly beasts and 
reptile*, 

They were secure on the deck of the air-ship, and could laugh to 

scorn any of these mighty perils. 

For some days the course of the Rio Nejrro was followed, 

Frank was much averse to traveling at night, so, when darkness 

approached, he generally managed to find a good ^pot to descend and 

camp. 

Many rare and curious things wore secured at such times. 

Barney had secured a handsome white monkey, and Pomp had a 
collection of beauiifu] pluuiaged birds, 

Sometimes at night the wolves would come howling about the air- 
ship. 

But our adventurers were always secure, in the cabin. 

Occasionally Barney or Pomp would be templed to give them a 
shoi, which would make them scatter* 

Thus the travelers kept on until the conjunction of the Rio Negro 
With the Amazon was reached. 

And now they beheld before them a region which was not by any 
means in comparison with that left behind. 

The swamps were ten times thicker, the jtzngles larger, tbe forests 
darker. 

For two days they followed the course of the mighty river. 

It gradually grew brouder, and In places was only to be compared 
with a vast Inland son, 

But the third day after reaching the Amazon the water tanks gave 
signs of giving out, 

"Frank decided to descend upon a sort of wooded pen insula h whim 
jotted out into the river. 

The place seemed free from wild be nets, nnd well situated for a stop- 
ping place. 

The air-ship descended and rested upon a clear spot. 

Near by were several massive mahogany trees. 

It was in the latter part of the afternoon, and as it seemed such an 
admirable place to stop, Frank decided to camp. 

At once Barney made a fire, and Pomp going a little way into the 
woods, shot an antelope. 

But the darky upon the return to camp crossed a well-beaten path. 

It might have been made by wild beasts on their way to a watering 
plnce. 

But a deadly fear struck the darky. 

He reckonsd, and not without reason, that the patb bad been made 
by human beings, 

41 Golly!" he muttered, l< I jeB" fink I tell Marse Frank "bout dat, 
fo" mebbe he would like to know, 11 

So Pomp did so, 

Frank listened with surprise. 

11 Why, that is queer!" he exclaimed. 11 I would take my oath that 
we are miles from any native settlement." 
However, taking his rille, Frank went back to examine the path. 
He gave a start at lirsc sight of It, 
lie followed it carefully into the woods for some ways. 
Suddenly he came to a little woodland stream. 
In the soft soil upon its bank he saw the imprint of a foot. 
It was the bare footpriat of a human being. 
All doubt was settled, 

Frank started to go back to the camp. But he had not proceeded 
far when a thrilling incident occurred. 

He was passing a copse, when lie heard a a strange rustlinir 
sound which set his nerves tingling. 

It was not the llrst time he had heard that sound. 

Well be knew what was the cause of it. 

He saw the Hash of two diamond-like eyes in the brush, and mads 
quick action. 

He slung his ride over his shoulder, and grasping the branches of a 

tree drew himself up among them. 
The occupant of t lie copse was a hu^e python, 
Frank knew the futility of 'Tying to beat u retreat. 
Or even to remain upon the ground- 
Should the terrible coils of the python once envelope him be knew 

well his fate would be sealed, 
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There was but unc hope and this was to escape thorn. 

Jle knew thai by climbing the tree the python wou 1:1 bo taken at a 
disadvantage for the huge snakes are not good tree climbers. 

At about twenty feet from the ground Frank halted. 

He wishing his rifle and watched hie fun warily. 

But to his astonishment the monster did not attack him. 

To the contrary it gave & prodigious Mhh and lunging out of the 
copse started away like the wind. 
* The speed of Liu; monster was something frightful. 
' Frunk felt the wind of its huge, brown body as It swept under the 
tree beneath him. 

Straight toward the location of the Air Canoe went the monster. 

Frank shivmed for Harney and Pomp. 

He lired a shot after the python. 

But this was intended more as a Warning for Barney and Pool p. 

Then the young inventor leaped down oat ot the tree* 

He knew that mere was need for immediate action* 

He did not lies lute a moment. 

Away m pursuit after tho python he ran. 

A few moments later he heard the report of rifles and a terrible 
commotion. 

" My soull" he gasped, 11 the monster has reached the Air C:inoo! * 
And he ran faster 

Now he came iu sight of the camp. The scene there wag a thrill- 
ing one, and nigh paralyzed Frank with horror, 

"My God!" he groaned, 41 1 f-*ar that is the end of Pompl" 

Themonater python had the darky in Its tumble coils. 

Barney lay half insensible upon the ground near. 

Pomp was cutting and slashing away with his knife with all his 
strength. 

The blood was spurting in actual torrents from the python's body. 

But the snake's folds were drawing lighter, and it was striking 
Pomp with its head with such force as to nigh knock tho breath out 
of him, 

Frank saw that a moment's delay would be fatal to Pomp. 
Quick as a flash he raised his rillc. 

Tin' snake's head was reared high in air ready to deal Pomp another 
blow, 

Frank took quick aim. 
The rifle spoke sharply. 

A great cry of joy welled from Frank's throat aa he saw tbe effect 

The bullet went true to the mark. 

It struck the snake's head and spattered its brains. 

It seemed as if Pomp wis saved. 

But the mkhty reptile's coils iu the death agony did not seem to 
relax about Pomp's form. 

More than that, the snake went plunging and twisting toward the 
river. The nexL moment into the water it went and Pomp also. 

Frank gave a cry of horror as he saw Pomp disappear beneath the 
waves. 

V My God, he is loatl" he cried. 
But tiiis was not so. 

The darky came to the surface like a cork, and striking out none 
tho worse, swam ashore. 
Barney by this lime had recovered himself. 

"bejabers, phwat happened to me?" ho gasped, in astonishment. 
41 Phwat put. yuz into the w at her. uaygur! 11 p 

■ Then Barney saw the body or tbe snake stiii squirming in the cur- 
rent and he understood alb 

*■ On me sowll" ho cried, "I nlver had sich a freight afore in me 
loife. Divil take the rlptilel" 

** Golly! I done fought man las' day had come!" cried Pomp. 
11 Marse Frank, dat was a great shot ob yours V 1 

M it was a miraclel* 1 exclaimed Frank, fervently, 14 [ think the 
, best thing we can do is to leave this place nt once," 

But the words hud not left hU lips when an asLounding thing hap- 
pened. 

A distant wild yell was heard and a liight of arrows came tumbling 
about them. 

14 .Timiuy!' 1 gasped Pomp. 44 Whntebbor was dat?" 
B\il the question was answered as they gazed out upon the river's 
surface. 

From a clump of reels a war canoe had shot onU 

Et held fully half a score of armed natives. 

They began discharging arrows and yelling. 

Frank saw that action must be made at once. 

14 We've got to get out of here!" he cried. 41 This is a little too un- 
comfortable. 11 

14 Bejabers, that's roight," cried Barney. 

All started for the Air Canoe. 
r But at that moment a cry of terror burst from Pomp's Hps. 

44 Fo" de Lor*, Marse Frank, would yo' jes* listen to de likes ob 
dat!" 

But Frank had heard the sound. 

From the distance through the trees came a queer moaning sound. 
Then across the water there shot feathery gusts of wind. 
Great, deep shadows came creeping through the forest. The sky 
grew yellow and dark. 

The savages had ceased their yelling and were paddling madly Tor 
the reeds* 



Frank Reade, Jr., knew well what was coming. 

lie knew rail well the awful character of the HraziUan tora 
how it mowed everything down in its path* 

" Quick!" lie shouted, 14 On deck! throw out the anchor 
the air-ship securely or we are lost!' 1 



CHAPTER XIII. 

THE END. 

The tornado w!is close at hand and then* wna no time to log*) 

Barney and Pomp rushed to the anchor ropes. 

Bui they were barely able to throw them out when the atofl 

With ah haste the three adventurers rushed Into tiie cabin. 

The din was now tremendous. 

Rain waa swept in torrents through the air, flying iiehrla,j| 
stones and other material and the boughs and branches of fJH 

The hurricane churned t\w waters of the river intu bilhnvd Likjff 
of the sea. 

A literal path wa* mowed through tbe Forest* 
Frank was in the pilot-honse trying to see out of the wiuSB 
He feared every moment that the Air Canoe would be lifted \ 

and blown into the river. 

The force of the wind was something frightful. 
Suddenly there was a wrenching and twisting and a whirring] 

rotuacope shafts. 

Frank experienced a chill of horror. 

One of thorn had been demolished and swept away by the Ea;^ 

The nest moment another went the same way. 

11 My God!" gasped tho young inventor, 41 we are lost." 

Without the rotascopes of course the Air Cunoe cotikl not Bflfl 

They were cast away as it were in the very heart of the Soof 
icon wilds, peopled with a million peri 1b. 

Without a boat or any other means of travel ihey had not t 
eHt chance of ever reaching civilization. 

But the worst was yet to come. 

Suddenly above the thunder of tho tornado there came n ttj 
do us , res ounding cm 9 h , 

The Air Canoe's deck gave in, there was a- terrllic £t inil.Dj| 
cr us \ a n g, s li a k ing, jolti n g and jarrin g. 

The voyagers were thrown Hal upon their faces. 

But in that supreme moment the tornado spetii its force. 

It was gone as quickly aa it httl come. 

The three victims of the c at u strop he crawled out of the wml'i 
Air Canoe. 

It was a pitiable Sight 

Every rotascope was gone and the propeller. 

The whole after pan of the aerial vessel had been crushed jti bf| 
weight of a falling tree. 

The Air Canoe canld never be redeemed. 

Repairing or reconsl ruction was wholly out of t he question, 

Frank Reade, Jr.. stood for some time sorrowfully view* 
wreck of ids wonderful i riven l Ion* 

" That ia hard lucid" he dec lured, 14 The fates are agnlfflB 

44 Shore it's the Ind av usl" wailed Barney. 11 Arrnh, an' W 
loilce to die in this oul-uv-the-way part av t lie worruhi nn 1 ot| 
bdwI to monrn fer yel" 

Pomp was equally as much afiectert. 

But Frank Reade, Jr., was possessed of a lion's courage, 

Ue set his lips llrmly. 

u Never mind!" he gritted, 41 We'll pull out. of this scrape y*| 
Then he set to work directing the building of a raft. 
For four days all worked like beavers. 
At tbe end of that time the ru ft was finished. 
On this Frank Imped to flout down to some civilized settkaiij 
It was the dernier resort, I he forlorn Impe ol the casta wnyr* 
Tin* raft was well fitted up with stufY from the wrecked air i 
Provisions were placed aboard and ammunition. 
Frank took all of his scientific instruments and all ylne or vatofl 
be could. 

Then the voyagers set forth upon the broad bosom ol Mm Aq| 

They had made long sweeps witli which to propel the raft. 

For two days they progressed slowly down the river. 

But the tropica) sun was broiling hot, and the nights itagf 
misty. The spirits of all were depressed. 

It seemed an interminable distance to cover. A kinder fat%| 
ever, now waited upon them. 

Fifty miles further down the river they were picked up hyaoj 
ins steamer owned by n Spanish planter. 

They were Kindly received by the Spaniard*, and nix wetirf 
were landed at Para. From there a steamer was takes ffl 
York. 

People in Read es town were delighted to welcome lliem had] 
sorry to learn of the loss Of the Air Canoe. 
But Frank Reade, Jr., said: 

" Never miudt The Air Canoe is gone, but I'll construe^ 
ship that shall excel all my past ellorts." 

The young inventnr kept ids word. 

What til e next air-ship was like and the adventures 
with it will be told to the reader in due form in a Hi lure ncifl 
lids library* 

[the end.] 



Trie riflxt number of the Frank Reade Library will contain another thrilling atory, entitled— " FRANK EI 
>AND HIS NEW STEAM TEAM." 
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uTni of almost Any kind of d imams, bcivether with 
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HOW TO DO TRKlKS. 

it book of ningm And yard trlub, containing fall 
kniof alt the Issdlng curd tricks or inn tivjf, also 
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ROW TO FLIRT. 

dd wiV'M of flirtation are f uJJy art 1 1 hi mid bv thir 
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jl illustrations. Every hoy can become strong miO 
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| illustrated, and contain lug full raatructloni 
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rTO WRITE LETTERS 'TO LADIES. 
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HOW TO MAKE CANDY, 

B hind-hook for making am kind a of candy, 
rapt, fiioeuces, etc.* etc. Pries 10 ueutn. 
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HOW TO BECOME RICH, 

Tin* wonderfnt book prcaonta you wJtb, the example nnd 
life experience of »<nnn of tfin nio^t tiot^d And woAltliy men 
in fiin world, int'lnfjinir ths self-made men of onr country. 
The book in edited by on^ of i.hn nw»t euccedeful jufhi of 
tlin nvH.sfini fiire t wIiohw nun exAini'le is in imelf guide 
oniin^h for those who aspire t." frLinn nnd money, Tbe 
book will uirs you tbe secret. Price 10 eents. 



No, I ft. 

HOW TO KEEP A W1NU0W GARDEN. 

Containing (nil instructions for eon At meting a windOfr 
git.rden either in town er conn try, nnd the most approved 
methods for mis to it beliutlfal iLotverN nt borne. 'Jujiie DiMl 
ocmplete book of the kind ever pubiinhedL Price 10 oeuts. 
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HOW TO BR. ESS. 

( Jnnt niiiing full ItiHt rnntjon in the art of dressing nud sp- 
pujiri uti well nr. homo and Abrond, KivfnM the fueled ioriN nj 
oolora, mtLferia). nnd bow to have thorn inndu up, Prjeo \U 
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HOW TO BECOME BEAUTIFUL, 

One of thn brightest and most TAiUAhie little hooks « .. 
given to the world. Everybody wihhen to know bow to 
become bountiful, b^th mule and! femAle. Ttm seorel it 
aimple, and al moat costless. Read ihia book and be oon- 
viiiccd hni¥ tu bonoiiio houiitiful. Price 10 cents. 
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HOW TO TELL FORTUNES, 

Every one in dc^imon of koowioff whst hiu fnfnm hfe wffi 
hrmtf forf.ti, ivliertirr luiTT'E'ifiSH nr injM^r>'. wealth or oov*- 
erty You cao tell by j. g>nco at ihjK little book, liny om* 
and be eon winced. Toll jnnr own fortune. Tell the fort- 
unes of your friend*, Price In. csuta, 



No. 29. 

HOW TO BECOME AN INVENTOR. 

livery hoy should know bow invention* onglnAte. Tb,Ji 
book exphuns them all, irivinff cupunplfs in eh^tneitv, hi- 
driLubca» riiAgnntuun. opt. ion, iineiiniatji ^ nmc-hiton h uto, 
eto. L le lucst instructive book publibhed, I'rire U u«uL«! 
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HOW TO COOK. 

j^no of the meet Lnstruntive books on cooking ever uubw 
Ihhed. It eon talnii recipes for cooking nm inn, fi^ti, >iknte t 
nnd of stem: also niee, pnodin^a. CAkea And dIL kind, 
One try, and a Rrimd oolledtioTi uf recipes by nooo/ our moai 
(>Opnlar cooks. OoJy 10 cents per cony, 
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FRANK TOUSEY'S 

United Slates Distance TnblrH> Pocket Com 
pan ion and Guide 

GlTlrigJtbe ofnoial dlatAnces on aU the rnilroads of the 
United WUton nud Uanada. Alao, table of diMtannus by 
water to foreign ports, back tares In the principal citie^ 
reuorts of theoonsus, ntc.> etc., making it one or the must 
oom plots au d bandy books pti bulbed, PricelOoents, 



No. 20. 

How to Entertain an Evening; Forty. 

A very vafpable little book: just published. A complete 
ooinpendiom of gumn, snorte, OArd-d Ivors ionn, cenjio 
reoreAtlon*, etn,» anjtuble for parlor or drawing-room cn- 
tnitain merit. It cohtnins mnro lor the money tiiAn anv 
book published. Price 30 cents- 
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MOW TO HUNT AND FISH. 

The moit complete hunting and fishing guide ever pub- 
lished. ItcontaioH lull inhtlructieus about guhH. banting 
ilogfl. tXApH, tritpping And llahing, together with d ascrip- 
tions Oi UAlUc AJia Uah. Ptich 111 oenie 
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HOW TO DO SECOND SIGHT. 

1Io1Ter*s secr-Tid s^ght explained by hts former asststant k 
Wtw4 K u n t, J r. Kxplsi u i n g h o w th e snc ret di moss ues w ere 
carried on hntwaon the mag eel an And llm hny on the stage; 
a too giving all the cod en and algnslH, I'fio only authmiiiu 
explanation of second sight. Price 10 cents. 
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^ EXPLAIN DREAMS, 

Everybody dreams, from the fltrle child to the Aged man 
Ami woman, . This little bock gives the explanation to alt 
kindnnt OreaniR, together with Jucky and tmhicky day^ 
and ' ^Ajioleon'a Oraculum.'* the book of fate* Prioo 10 
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Buhjei' ts ; Alfio givi ng sum p le let u>r« i o r mb tr tic tiuu. Prion 
lOouutEK 
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HOW TO BECOME A GYMNAST. 

Dontslniog full instructions for All kinds of pvmncstle 
Hoortft and Athletic exorcise*, F.mbrncing 1 hirly-Jiv« Ufus- 
trAtiona, By Profeattor W. MAedooald. A handy and use- 
ful book. Pries 10 cents , 
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HOW TO ROW, SAIL ANO BUILD A BOAT. 

I'"nlly ttluatrAted. Every hoy should know itnw |o row And 
sail a ho&t, Full inatrnetinns are given in this jit tie bdokv, 
together with instructions on swiiriToing And riding, com- 
panion sports to boAting. Tj rjce ]Q cents. 
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HOW TO RECITE AND BOOK OF RECI- 
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cents. 
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HOW TO RIDE A BICYCLE. 

Handsomely illustrated, and containing: full directions for 
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Containing f nil inatmetfon for fenolng and the use of I he 
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twenty- one practical I Hajtrtttiooft, giving tho bsatDasitiou 
in ten mug. A complete book, Pries 10 cents, 
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HOW TO FLAY GAMES. 

A complete and unefut little book, containing the rnlei 
and regulations of hillijtriJtf. bfij?* telle, baeliguuiuion, nm. 
Qijyt. d(nn i nncn + eto, pri^« jo L 
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Containing all tbe IbucI ing conn odro ton of tbe d*y t tmvtfom 
rid d 1 es. ouri ous cal ch ss and w j tty S27: ::gs , Price 10 eta ml 
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It contains information for every body, bo jay girls, mea 
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around the house, such as parlor ornaments braoketZ 
cements, ajolhirj barpa, and bird lime for catching bird*. 
Pnce 10 cents. 
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HOW TO BECOME YOUR OWN DOCTOR. 

A wonderful book, containing useful and practical infor- 
mation in trie troaemnnt of nrdinnry diaoAF^H and ailment* 
co tnmo n to e vpry f Am ily. A ho n od in g i n v p»« f n I nnd efl uc U 
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HOW TO MAKE AND SET TRAPS. 

Including hints on how to est eh Moles. Weasel*, Otter. 
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